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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sept

• Thursday Club meeting: Thursday Sept 7th at Dorset Falconry Park in 
Lewell Mill Lane, Lewell Dorchester DT2 8AN
• Valley Twinning Group Quiz  Friday Sept 22nd  7 for 7 30pm  
Memorial Hall 
• Harvest Festival Service will be at 11 am on Sunday 24th Sept
• Gardens Club: An Evening with Apples, growing, tasting and recipes. 
25 Sept 
• Bingo in the School hall: Friday 29th Sept
• Lunch Club meal: Friday 29 Sept

October and beyond
• Lunch Club Meeting: 2.30 on Thursday Oct 5th, Memorial Hall
• Gardens Club Harvest Supper: 7 Oct (6 30pm for 7 00pm)
• Piddlehinton Vintage Sale on Saturday 7 Oct 
• Supporting Residents through Crisis: Tuesday 10th Oct at 7pm in the 
Dorford Centre
• 30 Oct: Ian Condon – Tresco 
• Saturday 4th Nov Fireworks Display at the school
• Lunch Cub Meal: Friday 10 Nov 
• Talk by Gardens Group: My Seasonal Shopping Basket  27 Nov
• Gardens Club Christmas social evening and buffet: 10 Dec
• Lunch Club Christmas Meal: Friday 15 Dec  

We need your help!
The Piddle Valley News and Views has been a popular part of our village life 
since the mid 1980s. It is a great source of local information and access to 
local trades and businesses who advertise in the magazine. It’s managed 

by three unpaid volunteers as a Community Interest Company and financed 
through advertising space sold in the magazine. Producing six editions 

each year involves time and effort on the part of the Editor to collect articles, 
contributions and photographs, and to pull all that together into a magazine to 
send to our printers. Advertising and finances in general are managed by our 

Treasurer.
We are in urgent need of new volunteers, principally a new Editor and in 

slower time someone to take on the advertising and finances. Without new 
volunteers who have the time and enthusiasm to manage the magazine it may 

well have to close at the end of this year.
If you are interested and would like to know more then please call 

Andrew Rennison on 07565 426208.
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THE BRIDGE EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Educational grants
The Bridge Educational Trust is a Piddle Valley based charity that 
provides grants to individuals who wish to further their educational 
aspirations  

Do you need financial help to realise your educational development 
and future ambitions, whether young or old? Thanks to a generous 
endowment from the Bridge family with a local connection through an 
18th Century goldsmith, the Trust is able to provide individual grants to 
those in the Valley in particular and rural Dorset more generally 

Examples of what we have given grants for include: university 
accommodation fees, vocational/practical courses and assistance with 
apprenticeships, but these are just the tip of the iceberg. In a good year 
we make grants totalling £80k 

For further ideas and to see if you meet our criteria please visit our 
website at: https://www bridgeeducationaltrust org uk

Applications should be submitted through the website and Trustees 
meet in February, June and October to decide on grants. The deadline 
for applications is three weeks before these meetings and is displayed 
on the website so please check  

If you would like to discuss a possible application in advance of a 
submission please feel free to contact one of the local Trustees:

Nick Harland                           (01300 348272) 
Hannah Murphy                        (01300 348564) 
Richard Drewe                         (01305 594902) 
Olivia Steven                           (01305 567095)
Nathan Ritson                          (07827 441490)

34 www.piddlevalley.info 

The piano has not been used for some time so 6-8 weeks notice would be 
needed to allow for two tunings and changing the castors' height, which is 
currently unsuitable for play. 
 
Thankyou for the Cake stands. 
 
A big thankyou to Kim Gloria Anita Chris and John for their help with the 
platinum jubilee afternoon tea enjoyed by all and to all those who trusted me 
and loaned me their cake stands . 
Thankyou once again  
Ann Hawker 
 
Piddlehinton Village Hall 
 

Hall Bookings – Tracey Walder 07557633817 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming new members for only –   Family   £39 per year 

      Single Adult £26 per year 

      Single Junior £12 per year 

Visit - http://piddlevalleytennis.googlepages.com/,  call 01300 348277 
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www.piddlevalley.info
ADVERTISING RATES AND DEADLINES

Dimensions (w x h) page proportion annual (6 issues) single issue 
128 x 180mm Full page (b/w) £96.90 £25.50

inside front + back (colour) £140 £35.70
back cover (colour) £200 £51

128 x 88mm Half page £81.60 £20.40
128 x 58mm 1/3 page landscape £61.20 £15.30
62 x 88mm 1/4 page £51 £12.24
Small ads per line £4.10

Advertising and Editorial deadlines 10 October 2023

Editorial team
For free articles for inclusion in the magazine contact:
• Editor: Kevin Quinn editor@piddlevalley info 
• For paid adverts for inclusion in the magazine contact: Andrew 
Rennison on 07565 426208 or by email to advert@piddlevalley info
• For payments/accounts information contact: accounts@piddlevalley 
info
Proofreading: June Dobbs
Distribution: Ann Jordan
Web editor: June Dobbs editorpvnv@gmail.com

**Disclaimer**
Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of advertisements 
and copy in this magazine, we cannot accept responsibility for any 
information given or claims made by our advertisers or contributors  
You send it in, we put it in.

Piddle Valley News and Views needs your input!
The PVNV team is always on the lookout for interesting, informative and/
or entertaining content for the magazine  Contributions can be about the 
Piddle Valley specifically or the wider Dorset area and/or beyond.

Do also send in your submissions for cover photos  These should be 
in portrait orientation, large enough to fill the front cover, and with the 
subject occupying the centre of the photo, with space above and below 
for the text 
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Window	Cleaning	

A	trustworthy	experienced	window	cleaner	will	pit	the	sparkle	back	
on	your	windows.	

Can	also	undertake	Jet	Washing	and	other	
jobs.	

All	properties	covered	domestic	and	
commercial.	

Please	call	Chris	now	on.			

07939	544	137	
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MEMBERS OF PIDDLE VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Alton Pancras 
Piddletrenthide and Plush 

Dave Abbott – Emergency Officer for Piddletrenthide

John Cox – Emergency Officer for Piddletrenthide, Clerks Terms and 
Conditions Working Group, Community Transport Group, Playing Field 
and School Committee, Transparency Code Working Group

Andy Howard – Playing Field and School Committee, Transparency 
Code Working Group

Lisa Murray – DAPTC representative

Jenny Sherwood – (Vice Chair) – Planning representative for 
Piddletrenthide, Emergency Officer for Plush, Defibrillator Working 
Group

David Latimer – Clerks Terms and Conditions Working Group

Paul Fox 

Piddlehinton
Chris Ebdon (Chair)-Councillor Chris Ebdon, Piddlehinton Parish 
– Dorset Council ROI Member of the following:
Planning representative for Piddlehinton, Finance and Clerks Working 
Group, Defibrillator Working Group, Road Safety Working Group, 
Transparency and Policy Working Group 

Pam Lock 
Emergency Officer for Piddlehinton, DAPTC Representative, 
Community Transport Group, Rights of Way Footpath Officer

Samantha Paulley
Parish Clerk
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PIDDLE VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Meetings

The Piddle Valley Parish Council meets in Piddletrenthide Memorial 
Hall, normally on the last Tuesday of the month, at 7.30pm. Meetings 
start with a “Democratic period”, during which any local resident may 
personally raise direct to the Council any matter that affects the Valley 
community. So, if you have something important to say, please either 
contact your local Parish Councillor or raise it during the start of the 
next meeting 

Please also note that Minutes of meetings are published on their 
website, so if you do not wish your name to appear, please state this 
before beginning speaking 

The next scheduled PC meetings will be held in the Memorial Hall 
on – Tuesday 26th September  31st October  

Waste Collection arrangements
Recycling & Food –  Sep 5th, 19th (Plush 4th, 18th). Oct 3rd, 17th, 
31st (Plush 2nd, 16th, 30th).
General Waste & Food – Sep 12th, 26th (Plush 11th, 25th). Oct 10th, 
24th (Plush 9th, 23rd).

Postal collections
Please be aware that the collection times from all the post boxes in the 
Valley have changed  

Monday-Friday Saturday

Piddletrenthide Shop 09:00 07:00

White Lackington 09:00 07:00

Piddlehinton 09:00 07:00

Snowdrop Corner 09:00 07:00

Alton Pancras 09:00 07:00

Plush 09:00 07:00

Dorchester Sorting Office 18:00 18:00

Charlton Down PO 16:00 18:00
Puddletown PO 16:00 18:00
Cerne Abbas PO 16:00 18:00
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Parish Council Website
The Piddle Valley Parish Council has its own dedicated website, 
following the introduction of the General Data Protection Regulations  
Their web address is now: www piddlevalley-pc org uk

It will also be possible to access their website through the “Parish 
Council” tab on the www piddlevalley info website if you prefer  You will 
be automatically diverted to the new website 

Planning applications list
The new Planning Pages of https://planning dorsetcouncil gov uk/  are 
an easier and more accurate and up to date way of you keeping track 
of the status of any particular application 

Planning applications listed here are for general information only and 
cannot be guaranteed to be fully accurate, comprehensive  or up-to 
date due to News & Views publishing timetable  The list was prepared 
on 17th August 2023 

Piddlehinton
Pending:
HOU/2023/03699 2A Rectory Rd  – Erect 2 story extension
CLE/2023/04058 Muston Manor Farm – erect Agricultural building 
FUL/2023/00150 Carters Barn Farm, Piddlehinton. Construct 
revised parking area 

Granted: 
CLE/2023/03698 Muston Farm Annex – Certificate of Lawful use 
as a dwelling 
FUL/2023/02764 Little Puddle Farm Rectory Road Piddlehinton 
Dorchester DT2 7TG - -Carry out alterations to convert building into 4 
No  Commercial / Business / Service units (Use Class E(g))
FUL/2023/01906 Carters Barn Farm, Piddlehinton. – Retain 
stabling and Lunge Ring 
FUL.2023/02234 Carters Barn Farm, Piddlehinton. - Certificate of 
lawfulness to continue using agricultural building for horse stabling with 
associated tack rooms and welfare facilities

Refused: None
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Piddletrenthide
Pending
FUL/2022/07394 Site barn adjacent to Lackington Mill White 
Lackington - Conversion of former agricultural barn to 1no. dwelling, 
replace existing attached outbuildings with single storey extensions 
& erection of detached double garage (amendments to previously 
approved planning permission P/FUL/2021/01348
LBC/2023/04331 The Granary, Kingrove Farm. Listed Building. 
Re-point building 

Granted: 
CLE/2023/03393   Nettle Cottage, Egypt. Certificate of Lawful use 
as garden and domestic 
PABA/2023/03197 Armswell farm, Plush.  Erect milking parlour.

Refused:
P/HOU/2022/04135 Astra, Plush, Dorchester, DT2 7RJ - Planning 
Appeal on refusal of permission to Erect three bay garage with 
first floor accommodation (demolish existing garage) - Appeal 
Reference:APP/D1265/D/22/3312485
FUL/2023/00359 Piddle Inn - Redevelop for multiple uses 

Alton Pancras
Pending: None 

Granted: 
P/VOC/2023/02324 Blades Main Road Alton Pancras DT2 7RS - 
Ground floor side infill extension and new dormer, extended gable 
and first floor extension (with variation of Condition 2 of Planning 
permission P/HOU/2022/04603 to allow approved plan numbers to 
change to align with latest design drawings) 

Refused: None

Andy Howard / 01300 348406

Piddlevalley.info
Our current website piddlevalley info is now “getting on a bit” and we 
are working hard in the background planning and building a new one at 
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piddlevalley life  We’ll keep the old one running for a while yet while we 
migrate some of the old content over, or move it to more appropriate 
places such as the Parish Council or Benefice web sites. 

First up on the new site will be the What’s On events page, and our 
advertisers  We’ll let as many people know about the change using the 
current site, posters and social media, so keep an eye out for more 
news  
In the meantime, if you have any suggestions for things you’d like to 
see on the new site, let us know. 

June Dobbs (junedobbs@gmail.com) 
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THE PIDDLE VALLEY TWINNING PRESENTS … 

We have several new events lined up for the Autumn and New Year  
Firstly …

OUR QUIZ!

Friday September 22nd  7 for 7 30pm  Memorial Hall 

£8 including a light supper and nibbles. Bar with wine, soft drinks and 
beers. Tables of 6, but we’ll find a team of like-minded people for all 
who come on their own or in twosomes ! 

Please phone 01300 348670 to book a table or seat  

Also a social event for our members – Tuesday September 12th by the 
kindness of Jane & John Preston – a gentle walk along one of Jane’s 
favourite routes near Charminster and afterwards a cream tea in their 
beautiful garden  

If you would like to get to know our French village in Normandy – not 
so very different from our own communities in Dorset – please contact 
Jo on 01300 348670 for info and a warm welcome ! 

Gardener
available for:

Mowing • Hedge trimming • Pruning • Digging • Planting – 
General maintenance 

 Competitive hourly rate

Small Carpentry jobs also undertaken

Contact Malcolm Chainey • 07810687517 • 01300 348430 • 
chainey3@btinternet com
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A Quiz for All !  The Valley Twinning!

Friday September 22nd - 7 for 7.30pm!
Piddletrenthide Memorial Hall DT2  7QF!

£ 8.00 pp  including a light supper & nibbles !

Bar – wines, soft drinks and beers!

!
Everyone welcome. Tables of 6!

Coming on your own ?  We’ll find you a team of 

like-minded people !   !

Phone 01300 348670 to reserve a table or seat !
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PIDDLETRENTHIDE LUNCH CLUB

Ann Hawker, our organiser, unfortunately missed our July Lunch Club 
as she was unexpectedly back in hospital but I’m pleased to say she is 
now back home and, hopefully, on the mend.

Ann would like to send a big thank you to Anita for taking over 
the organisation last time and also thanks to Sue J, Bronwen, John, 
Jo, and Anita’s grandchildren for all their help in ensuring it all went 
smoothly 

Everyone enjoyed a plentiful buffet in the Memorial Hall with pea and 
ham soup and homemade bread rolls, followed by a choice of quiches, 
ham, red onion tart, chicken legs, frittata and salad. Deserts included 
fresh fruit and cream, cheesecakes, and a magnificent pavlova created 
by Barbara Randell 

Ann would also like to thank Bridget for the flowers she sent over.
If you would like to join us please ring Ann Hawker on 01300 348329 

to book your place 
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WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE

Commercial and residential window cleaning – We clean up to 65 ft 
from the ground using the latest water fed pole system which uses 

purified water. 
We can offer a 4 or 8 weekly service 

Gutter cleaning service
Why not get in touch for a free no obligation quote to have your 

gutters cleared we can empty up to 4 floors. We use a Gutter Vac 
from the safety of the ground, so no ladders are needed.

Other services we offer.
Soffit and fascia cleaning

Pressure washing for driveways/walls
Render cleaning

Grass cutting

If you would like to book any of the above services, then please 
contact JAMIE on

Mobile: 07977106487
Email: jbhandyman@hotmail.com

Home: 01305 821134
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www.piddlevalley.info 
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PIDDLEHINTON VILLAGE HALL

The hall is available to hire on regular or occasional basis  There’s 
plenty of space with a cosy atmosphere, and a fully equipped kitchen – 
ideal for holding meetings, classes and hosting groups, or as a venue 
for parties and events (or even for families to get together, share a 
meal and/or play games or indoor sports (table tennis) 

Piddlehinton Village Hall may be hired by the hour (£7.50), with a 
reduced charge for ½ day and full day hire. [Tables, chairs, tea urns, 
crockery and cutlery are included in Hall hire, and are also available for 
hire off-site]

To book Piddlehinton Village Hall, please call Pam on tel. 01300 
348474, text 07919 199986 or email phvhcom@outlook.com

Piddlehinton Village Hall - Upcoming Events
Sept 10th  Village Hall Breakfast  9-11 30am 
Sept 16th  Macmillan Coffee Morning  10 30am-3 30pm  
  (All Money Raised Will Be Donated)
Oct 1st  Village Hall Breakfast  9-11 30am 

Piddlehinton Village Hall Breakfasts
Prices are very competitive!! Come along. Enjoy a good breakfast and 
a sociable chat with friends! [Breakfasts are cooked to order  At busy 
times you may want to enjoy a coffee/tea whilst you wait!]

Piddlehinton Village Hall Table Tennis Club
After a break over the summer, this will resume in September. Young 
or old, beginner or talented, serious or social. tel. 01305 848104 or 
email phvhcom@outlook com

Piddlehinton Village Hall Front Bank
As you will have noticed the Village Hall roadside bank has been 
improved with the installation of sleepers, and landscaping. Relocation 
of bulbs and planting of perennials has begun and will continue  
The committee would like to express their gratitude to Gregorys 
Landscaping & Groundworks for the donation of the sleepers 
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Calling all vintage lovers
We all love a vintage sale – and we’d love you to clear out your 
cupboards and bring your treasures to us for the Piddlehinton Vintage 
Sale on Saturday 7 October. All clothing (in good condition), house 
stuff and children’s toys gratefully received 

All proceeds from the sale will go to the Piddlehinton Village Hall  
Please email Andrew Rennison at andrew_rennison@yahoo co uk 

to arrange drop off or collection from 26 September onwards  Many 
thanks

Harvest Festival Service
The Harvest Festival Service will be at 11 am on Sunday 24th 
September. Please bring donations of flowers, fruit and veg to decorate 
the church at 9 30 am on Saturday for the auction auction of the 
produce afterwards  

We would welcome everyone possible come to decorate please 
whether it be flower arranging or gathering the produce in. It is hoped 
there will be a village lunch in the Hall after the service, but we do not 
as yet have an organiser for it 

Further announcements will be on the notice board and on 
WhatsApp or ring Gay Hanbury on 348465 
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PIDDLETRENTHIDE MEMORIAL HALL

Fit Moves Classes are designed to suit all ages and fitness levels with 
a mix of dance, cardio, conditioning and stretching. Come along on 
Tuesdays from 10 00-11 00am and have a go!
KFA Registered teacher/REps level 3 instructor  
Contact Sarah Mitchell 01258 817288

Gardens Club, Thursday Club and other events held at the Hall 
have more variable programme dates  For more information on these 
see under the relevant section in the newsletter 

To hire the hall, including well-equipped kitchen with large 
dishwasher, please contact the Bookings Officer: Ann Ridell
Telephone 01300 348161 or email: ann ridell@gmail com

Kitchen hire for events You can hire the kitchen, with range cooker 
and generous worktop space, to prepare food for events elsewhere, 
like weddings and parties  

Tables, chairs, tea urn and crockery are also available to hire 
separately for outside events  

Piano hire
Toying with the idea of learning to play the piano     but you don’t own 
one? Or perhaps you’d like to give your child that chance?

Piddletrenthide Memorial Hall has a good quality piano available for 
practice. If you’re interested, contact Ann Ridell:
Telephone 01300 348161 or email: ann ridell@gmail com

The piano has not been used for some time, so 6-8 weeks’ notice 
would be needed to allow for two tunings and changing the castors’ 
height, which is currently unsuitable for play. 

Volunteers Needed Urgently
I am pleased to announce that we now have a new bookings clerk 

for the hall. Ann Ridell has volunteered to take on the job. 
Any future bookings can be made through Ann  Telephone 01300 

348161 or email ann ridell@gmail com
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A big thank you to Wayne Butcher, our treasurer for being acting 
booking clerk for the past many months 

We are still looking for a secretary for the trustees so if you know 
anybody who might be interested please let me know  Thank you 

Ian Condon 01300 348250”
If you value the hall and what it provides and have bit of spare time 

and would like to know more please contact the Chairman Ian Condon 
on 01300 348250 / 07767 059761

Thank you 

AQUAHEAT SERVICES LIMITED 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

Installation, maintenance and services from dripping taps to complete bathrooms. 

Friendly, reliable and professional service at reasonable rates with no call out charges. 

Free quotes with no obligation. 

Fully insured. 

Mobile: 07833 580241   Email: jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk 
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BENEFICE OF THE PIDDLE VALLEY, HILTON AND ANSTY,
CHESELBOURNE AND MELCOMBE HORSEY

3rd September
9.30am Holy Communion Cheselbourne
11.00am Family Service Piddlehinton
6.00pm Evensong Hilton

10th September
9.30am Holy Communion PIddletrenthide
11.30am Holy Communion Hilton
6.00pm Evensong Alton Pancras
6.00pm Evensong Piddlehinton

17th September
9.30am Holy Communion Piddletrenthide
11.00am Mattins Hilton
11.00am Holy Communion Melcombe Horsey
6.00pm Evensong PIddlehinton

24th September
9.30am Holy Communion Cheselbourne
11.00am Harvest Holy Communion PIddlehinton
6.00pm Evensong Hilton

27th September
6.00pm Harvest Celebration Alton Pancras
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BENEFICE OF THE PIDDLE VALLEY, HILTON AND ANSTY,
CHESELBOURNE AND MELCOMBE HORSEY

1st October
9.30am Harvest Holy Communion Hilton
11.00am Family Service Piddlehinton
11.00am Harvest Holy Communion Piddletrenthide
6.00pm Evensong Cheselbourne

8th October
9.30am Holy Communion Alton Pancras
9.30am Harvest Holy Communion Cheselbourne
11.00am Harvest Holy Communion Melcombe 

Horsey
11.00am Mattins PIddletrenthide
11.30am Lay-led Service Hilton
6.00pm Evensong PIddlehinton

15th October
11.00am Communion Piddlehinton
6.00pm Evensong Hilton

22nd October
9.30am Communion PIddletrenthide
11.30am Communion Hilton
6.00pm Evensong Alton Pancras
6.00pm Evensong Piddlehinton

29th October
11.00am Benefice Communion Cheselbourne
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DORCHESTER POVERTY ACTION ANNUAL OPEN MEETING

Citizens Advice Supporting Residents through Crisis

Speaker: Daniel Cadisch, Citizens Advice Central Dorset, Chief Officer 
on Tuesday 10th October at 7pm in the Dorford Centre 

Everyone welcome

This year’s annual Dorchester Poverty Action Open meeting is an 
opportunity to find out more about how Citizens Advice is providing 
support to local people in our current difficult financial climate. A 
significant number of people are struggling to afford their mortgage, 
while others are frightened of getting in arrears with their rent and 
being made homeless, some are finding difficulty affording car repairs 
to get to work, while others can no longer afford the weekly shop. 

There are so many different issues affecting people locally, but 
Dorchester Citizens Advice can provide expert advice on benefits that 
might be available, can negotiate with companies if you are in debt or 
refer to Dorchester Poverty Action to provide financial help. Come and 
find out more.

Dorchester Poverty Action through referrals from local professionals 
and charitable organisations are helping people in DT1 and DT2 with 
some of their financial problems. In the last financial year over £63,000 
was distributed locally through grants and Co-op vouchers, a 47% 
increase in the number of grants distributed in the previous year  

However, none of this would have been possible without the 
amazing support of local individuals, churches, community groups, 
grant making trusts and local business. Last year we raised £63,000 
locally and spent £63,000 locally. However this year is proving to be 
even busier, so Dorchester Poverty Action continues to need your 
support to assist those in DT1 or DT2  Thank you 

For more information about the work of Dorchester Poverty Action 
go to www dorchesterpoverty action org uk
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Tickets in advance online at artsreach.co.uk 
Or Kelvin Bland: 07786 880676/01300 348112 

Bar	&	nibbles					Suitable	12+

Event in Piddletrenthide 
at The Memorial Hall

Friday 13th October 2023, 7.30pm

Here's ‘The Canterbury Arms’, an olde English Inn, 
Infamous around these parts for villainy and sin. 
The floor is caked in sawdust, for soaking up the spit, 
And the air is thick with stories told with wisdom, guile and wit. 
Some stories are romantic, some are bawdy, others scary 
And there are tales about the devil that should make you oh so wary, 
Some are beautifully poetic and some a little coarser; 
A medieval mash-up from the pen of Geoffrey Chaucer!

From the company that 
brought you 'A Christmas 

Carol', 'Great Expectations', 
'Dracula' and 'The Odyssey' 

comes a one-man 
performance of 

'Canterbury Tales’

David Mynne presents
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Don’t forget to ask about our Loyalty cards
and special offers
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ALL’S NOT WELL AT THE MILLENNIUM FIELD

Another early Sunday walk with my dogs along the track leading 
to the Millennium Field in Piddlehinton  Another day of returning 
home with six bags of dog excrement which do not belong to my 
own dogs! Past pleas to the Parish Council of a dog refuse bin at 
the Rectory Road track entrance have fallen on deaf ears (“people 
would use it for their own personal litter,” and “who would empty 
it?”). I am appalled by the lack of care from people. Do they not 
realise this is a popular path for children which leads to a play 
area? PLEASE PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG. It is a health hazard 
to the children of this village not to do so 

Carol Austin

15th September music - Arish Mel
caller - Teresa Williams

20th October  music - TBA
caller - TBA 

Cost £7.00  Accompanied under 16s free
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Stag Fencing Landscapes & Decking 
   “Your local fencing experts for over 30 years” 

               We specialise in : 
�����9 All aspects of fencing    9 Sheds 
� ��9 Decking      9 Landscapes 
� ��9 Driveways       9 Gates  

      and much more! 
    Call now for your free esƟmate or email us 

                01305 259021        stagfencing95@gmail.com 

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUILDING COMPANY BASED IN THE 
PIDDLE VALLEY 

FRIENDLY SERVICE WITH COMPETITIVE RATES

FREE CONSULTATION AND NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

CALL KEVIN ON 07713595295 OR 01305 573172

ALL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE COVERED, FROM 
UNDERPINNING TO CHIMNEYS, DRIVEWAYS AND GARDEN 

WALLS, TO FIREPLACES AND PLASTERING
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The new website is now live at piddlevalley.life, and will be growing 
and developing over the next few months. Let’s make this a living, 

breathing thing for all the valley to use.
Let us know:

• any events or amendments for the What's on page
• reports and photos from your events
• promotion for your upcoming events

• about your interesting hobbies or pastimes
• your comments on any issues which affect us in the valley, such as 

traffic
• your favourite recipes

• anything else - we need your support.

The legacy site at piddlevalley.info will remain for the time being, 
including the historical content: The Great War and The Story of 

Piddlehinton online book. 
Send your content, pictures or short videos to  editorpvnv@gmail.com

Thanks, June Dobbs
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The Professional Arboricultural Service 
Specialising in Tree Surgery, Landscaping Garden Management & Utilities 

Throughout out the South 
 

• Tree Care for Residential, Commercial, Forestry, Agricultural & Estates 
• Tree Surveys, Inspections, Reports & Consultancy 
• Highways, Roads & Street Clearance 
• Dismantling & Felling 
• Pollarding & Veteran Tree Management 
• Reductions, Thinning, Pruning & Reshaping 
• Crown Lifting & Dead Wooding 
• Site Clearance, Garden & Hedge Maintenance 
• Tree & Hedge Planting 
• Stump Removal 
• Logs & Wood Chippings 
• TPO & Conservation Applications 
• Fully Insured – £10 million Public Indemnity 
• Fully Qualified – NPTC 
• Tree Works to BSI 3998 : 2010 Standards 
• Friendly, Reliable & Efficient Service 
• Free Quotations 

       
      

 

 

 

 

24 Hour Emergency Call Out 

Tel. 01300 341471 ~ Mob. 07774 477435 
 

www.hardytree.co.uk 
The Office @ Unit 1 Charminster Farm Industrial Estate, Wanchard Lane, Charminster, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 9RP 

email : nickie@hardytree.co.uk 
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Some photographs from the Thursday Club’s visit to Ryewater 
Nursery Butterfly Conservation.

Work continues on 
Piddlehinton Gym.
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Lots of fun was had 
at the Piddlehinton 

Fete.
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T 01305 262636  | 01297 443191 
E  

Established in 1850 
with offices in Dorset 

and Devon 

w w w . c r i c k m a y s t a r k . c o . u k  

We are a multi disciplinary practice offering a 
highly professional and friendly service to guide 
you through your construction project.  

•  New Build 

•  Extensions 

•  Conversions 

•  Conservation 

•  Residential 

•  Commercial 

•  Historic 

•  Community 
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Looking for Mortgage Advice?

At Eurofinance Mortgage Solutions we are a local, family run 
business based in the heart of Milborne St Andrew and committed to 

helping you understand your options.
There are many types of mortgages available on the market; we can 
help you to find the one that's right for you. With access to different 

mortgage products, we can help you to find the most suitable 
mortgage solution personalised to your requirements. 

To seek further advice from our qualified mortgage adviser, contact 
us today! 

Call: 01932 344657 or email: andy@eurofinancemortgages.com

Jenny Barnes & Co 
Chartered Accountants & Chartered Tax Advisers 

Accounts and tax returns for self-employed,  

companies and personal tax. 

Initial meeting free of charge. 

The Studio, Cathays House, Ansty, DT2 7PJ 

admin@jennybarnes.co.uk   Tel: 01258 268050 
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THE POACHERS INN
Piddletrenthide – 21-bed Inn

We are open – just a little, not a lot. Bar & hotel reception from 3pm 
Tuesdays to Saturdays  Initially restaurant open for hotel guests only 

until a full contingent of staff 

Thank you to everyone for their good wishes!

We are seeking front of house, kitchen & accommodation staff to help 
us  Live in available  Anyone know a couple who want to manage an 

Inn? 

Please email Sarah, info@thepoachersinn.co.uk

PVNV July_Aug_23.indd   39 11/09/2023   09:51



https://piddlevalley.life

40

PIDDLE VALLEY GARDENS CLUB
by Jasmine Pettals

Club meetings are held once a month, usually on the last Monday 
evening, in the Memorial Hall, Piddletrenthide. 

Doors open for refreshments at 7 15pm and the talk begins at 
7 30pm 

For any further details please contact Sally Condon 01300 348250 
or email riverpiddle2@btinternet com or come along to a meeting 

New members and guests are most welcome 

Our next meeting is on Monday 25 September  This will be an evening 
with apples that promises to be entertaining, delicious and interesting. 
We hope to see members old and new for a fun evening with apples 
from our valley gardens  We’ll learn something creative and new to do 
with this plentiful fruit 

As we move into October it’ll be time for our Harvest Supper  Don’t 
miss this lovely social evening celebrating the end of the harvest with 
a buffet supper and great company as well as a guest speaker  Later 
in October club member Ian Condon will give an illustrated talk on the 
wonderful gardens of Tresco, Isles of Scilly, somewhere he knows well.

The remainder of the 2023 programme comprises:

• 25 September – An Evening with Apples, growing, tasting and recipes
• 7 October – Harvest Supper (6 30pm for 7 00pm)
• 30 October – Ian Condon - Tresco 
• 27 November – Talk by Gardens Group: My Seasonal Shopping 
  Basket
• 10 December – Christmas social evening and buffet 

and for your 2024 diary:
• 29 January – AGM with wine & cheese

Summer Flower Show
The Summer Flower Show was held on Saturday 19 August. A review, 
results and photos will appear in the November issue of PVN&V 
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Recent Events
In late June, the club’s summer outing to Holme Gardens went ahead 
with a dozen or so members enjoying a guided tour of the gardens 
given by the owner  The gardens are near Wareham and have a 
fascinating history  There were plenty of wonderful vistas and focal 
points for members to enjoy. A lot of thought and expertise has gone 
into the development of the formal and informal garden areas  A visit to 
the lovely tearoom rounded off a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon.

One of the highlights of the club’s year, the Summer Social, was held 
on Sunday 23 July. On a surprisingly sunny afternoon, 25 members 
had lunch in the gardens of club members John & Jane. Everyone 
brought something delicious for lunch and enjoyed good food and 
company and the opportunity to enjoy John & Jane’s delightful 
gardens. Many thanks to John & Jane for hosting such a lovely event.

IN THE GARDEN
Here at Pettals Cottage the weeks of rain and warm temperatures 
have made for an abundant and lush garden  Several plants have 
performed especially well and I’m particularly enjoying the fuchsias. 
I bought several young fuchsia plants at our club meeting in May, 
supplied by speaker Derek Dexter. The plants are flowering non-stop 
and I hope other members have enjoyed success with their plants and 
discovered new varieties. My fuchsia Gillian Althea, has enormous 
double magenta and deep purple flowers. It’s a stunner, if a little 
exuberant, with flowers larger than hens’ eggs. It daily makes me smile 
every day 

This year I’ve moved to using peat free compost, to help with the 
preservation of precious peat bogs and for the wider environment  
I’ve had a few teething problems that are to be expected but the most 
frustrating is to find the compost is not weed-free. Within a week or two 
of use a heavy crop of weed seedlings pop up  I used a proprietary 
brand bought from a garden centre and had hoped for better  I’ll try 
another brand next season and keep my fingers crossed. I hope you’ve 
had better results  

Did any other members take the advise of the speaker at our spring 
shopping visit to the Gardens Group Castle Gardens and try planting 
Bidens in garden tubs? Bidens ferny foliage is topped with abundant 
colourful blooms and are a delight that require little attention. These 
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Specialists in Carpentry & Joinery
J & A RIDELL

Friendly reliable service

Specialising in interior woodwork

Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving
 Email: john@ridell.co.uk   Tel: 01300 348161

are going to be a staple of our summer planters next year  An excellent 
find that I recommend for informal, cottage planting. The Garden 
Group shopping evenings for club members are a great source of 
horticultural knowledge, current retail trends as well as offering a 
generous discount on shopping  A super opportunity 

It will soon be time for planting Spring flowering bulbs. Happy 
gardening days!
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THURSDAY CLUB

We’ve enjoyed two very well supported meetings: a July visit to 
Ryewater Nursery Butterfly Conservation in which we were able to see 
a range of beautiful exotic butterflies from S America and elsewhere 
including some transparent butterflies and an enormous caterpillar! We 
are hoping Wren Franklin, who manages the site, will visit us in Spring 
2024 to give us a talk with slides about how the Nursery has been 
created & managed over the last 10 years  This trip was so popular 
that we are considering making a return visit there next year to explore 
the grounds extending to 100 acres where a range of habitats have 
been created to attract many different species 

In August we held our annual Summer BBQ, which with inclement 
weather was transported to the Hall!

Our next meeting on Thursday Sept 7th will be at Dorset Falconry 
Park in Lewell Mill Lane, Lewell Dorchester DT2 8AN. This is close 
to W Stafford  For more precise details please check their website 
(dorsetfalconrypark co uk) We shall be travelling by car: anyone 
needing a lift please let Bridget or Hilary know  We will meet up at 
10 15 to allow time for a coffee at the onsite cafe before watching the 
flying display at 11.00am. After the display we will be able to visit the 
birds in their enclosures and we shall 
have a sandwich lunch together in the 
cafe  The entrance charge to members 
is £7pp (subsidised by the Club) 
Lunches are paid for ourselves  

In October we shall be back to 
monthly meetings in the Memorial 
Hall starting at 2 30 on Thursday 
October 5th with a talk on ‘Coppicing’  
There will the usual ‘Bring & Share 
Tea’ afterwards, so please bring your 
contribution! 

New members always welcome to 
join this lively & friendly Club! 

Bridget Bowen (Entertainments 
Officer) Tel:075 86377675

Flexible, affordable self-storage 
 call 07442 845650 or visit
littlepuddlefarm.co.uk

Piddlehinton DT2 7TG.
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34 Market Place
Sturminster Newton
Tel:  01258 472564

59 Cheap Street
Sherborne

Tel:  01935 389665
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Piddle Valley Vets is a brand new veterinary surgery where we look after every
aspect of your pet’s health and welfare. We match the highest quality and most
up-to-date clinical techniques with a caring, compassionate and open 
environment. 
The practice is located in the old GP Surgery in the picturesque village of 
Puddletown. There is plenty of on-site parking and the building has been 
extensively refurbished and then equipped with facilities to house animals 
of many different species in the most comfortable and relaxing way possible
within a clean, clinical environment. 

Telephone  01305 848820
www.piddlevalleyvets.co.uk

“Keeping Your Pets Well”    David Holah BVSc CertZooMed MRCVS
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TRAFFIC IN THE PIDDLE VALLEY

There have been some recent discussions in previous publications 
of the Piddle Valley News and Views regarding a 20 mph speed limit 
through the valley to replace the existing 30 mph speed limit   As 
a result, we undertook a survey of residents within the wider White 
Lackington area (Mistover to Banks Cottages) to assess the desire for 
further speed restrictions within the valley as well as other measures 
to improve safety on roads within the valley   The results of this survey 
are provided here 

Questionnaires delivered = 50
Responses received/collected = 38 (76% response)

If feasible, would you like to see the current 30 mph speed limit 
replaced with a 20 mph speed limit throughout the valley?
 Yes = 39%, No = 61%

If 20 mph applied only to certain areas, which of these areas do you 
consider should be assigned as a 20 mph speed limit?
Rectory Road:  Yes = 77%, No = 23%
Piddlehinton High Street: Yes = 74%, No = 26%
White Lackington:  Yes = 77%, No = 23%
Outside the School: Yes = 91%, No = 9%
Alongside the old shop/village hall Yes = 60%, No = 40%
Alongside The Poachers/Plush Road: Yes = 34%, No = 66%
Church Lane end of Piddletrenthide: Yes = 49%, No = 51%
Any others: London Row

Would you walk/cycle/ride more regularly if the speed limit was 
lowered?  
 Yes = 61%, No = 39%

What other measures would you like to see implemented to improve 
road safety within the valley?
Flashing speed reminders: Yes = 76%, No = 24%
Improved signage: Yes = 69%, No = 31%
Chicane: Yes = 29%, No = 71%
Strategic road narrowing: Yes = 38%, No = 62%
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Zebra crossing outside school: Yes = 56%, No = 44%
Any others: 
Increased Community Speed Watch 
Concealed entrance signs at either end of the two White Lackington 
turns or warning of narrow road 
Give way to oncoming traffic between South View and the European.
Weight and size limits except for access 
Definitely NO speed bumps.

Some observations which we have made through this process:
• Response was relatively good but only reflects the views of the 
residents of the wider area of White Lackington 
• Not all of the speed limitations or other measures identified may be 
feasible 
• The majority of residents would not want (61%) the current 
30 mph speed limit replaced with a 20 mph limit throughout the 
valley.  However, there was a desire for a 20 mph speed limit 
within Piddlehinton, White Lackington to beyond the school in 
Piddletrenthide 
• There was a preference for improved signage along the length of 
the valley road whether by an increase in flashing speed reminders, 
signage or road markings   Chicanes and narrowing of roads to reduce 
speeds were less popular options 

Next steps
The survey could be rolled out to other villages in the valley if there 
are residents willing to volunteer to drop questionnaires and collect 
responses 

As a result of the feedback so far, more volunteers are being trained 
for the Community Speed Watch and there will be an increase in 
speed checks 

PiddleValley@20splentyforus org uk
Sue Belgrave – 07960 126774
Mandy Gair-Harris – 07899 813737
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PIDDLEHINTON GYM RENOVATIONS

I'm very pleased to report that following tremendous efforts from 
a large volunteer team yesterday, the 2023 Piddlehinton Gym 
renovations are practically complete. This substantial project has 
delivered significant improvements to the Gym facilities and we are 
looking forwards now to using them and having more clubs and users 
at Piddlehinton Gym  The improved facilities include;-

• New Industrial-quality insulated roof with new gutters and downpipes, 
removing old Asbestos roof 
• New front door with innovative fingerprint lock. Refurbished fire 
doors 
• New sports lighting for the main hall 
• Refurbished main hall; removing old suspended ceiling, putting in 
place protection for five-a-side, also exposing a heritage (1940's) fan 
from when the military built the site at the end of the 1930's 
• New banners, including sports banners on outside of Gym & 
sponsors banners on inside of Gym  Lots of publicity in West Dorset 
Magazine, Dorset Echo, Blackmore Vale, Piddle Valley News and 
others 
• Electrical recommendation and improvements, including new solar 
lights, fire alarms and improved emergency lighting.
• Refurbished Gym equipment, including repainted Badminton stands.
• Gutters and drains cleared out, tidy up and clean inside and out.
• Pended is 100mb/s Wessex Internet Fibre for Gym users 
• A sprung wood floor cleaned many, many times!
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THE ALTON PANCRAS TRUST

The Alton Pancras Trust has been operational in its current format 
since 1989  It is registered with the Charity Commission under charity 
number 800977 

Trust Objectives
To promote such charitable purposes for the benefit of the inhabitants 
of Alton Pancras in the county of Dorset and the immediate vicinity as 
the Trustees shall from time to time think fit.

The official wording of the Trust Deed (above) has been interpreted 
by the Trustees to cover grants for the following:

• Small projects for the general benefit of the village of Alton Pancras.
• Personal grants or loans for educational or social purposes 
• Alleviation of hardship following illness or injury.

Examples of recent grants provided include:

• Substantial contribution to the cost of the Millennium Bench at Burnt 
House Bottom, and to its subsequent maintenance.
• Matching village contributions towards the cost of railings along the 
river through the village 
• Supporting the Village Map and The Village History projects.
• Funding the establishment and ongoing costs of the Wildlife Area in 
the water meadow 
• Purchasing marquees and tents for use of the village, particularly for 
the annual village fete 
• Funding a permanent store for village assets including marquees 
and tents, fete equipment, and Church equipment.

The Trustees also agreed to buy each child living in the village, 
aged under 18 years old on 2 June 2022, a memento of the Platinum 
Jubilee.

Applications
Any resident of Alton Pancras may propose a use for Trust funds which 
are in keeping with the Alton Pancras Trust’s defined objectives.

Any such proposals, and any applications for assistance from 
individuals, which may be made in confidence, can be made to any of 
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the Trustees, and all proposals and applications will be considered by 
the Board of Trustees at its next full meeting 

Please take a look 
at our website : https://
altonpancrastrust org/ 

Applications should be sent 
to Heather Bland (Trustee) on 
shadowhamlet57@gmail com
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NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF PIDDLE VALLEY FIRST 
SCHOOL

We would like to thank everyone who has 
supported our events during the last academic 
year  We also thank Piddletrenthide Fete 
committee for their generous contribution  
Last year we held some fun events and 
activities including Fireworks and a Fun Run  
The children at the school benefitted from the 
proceeds they went on various school trips 
including visits to Shire Hall Museum and 
Stonehenge and a visit from a bug expert  All the class teachers were 
given funds to get some special things for their classes  

Our aim for the new school year is to reconnect the bond between 
the school and the local community and welcome everyone to come 
along and join in with our events. As you may be aware, pupil numbers 
are lower than previously a therefore our pool of volunteers is not as 
big as it once was. If you are able to help in any way shape or form, 
particularly with our upcoming Fireworks event, please contact us at 
friendsofpiddlevalley@outlook com

We look forward to seeing you at the following events:

Friday 29th September Bingo in the School hall
Saturday 4th November Fireworks Display at the school

The Friends of Piddle Valley First School Invite you to join them at a 
Bingo Evening on Friday 29th September in the school hall 
Fun for all the family. Great prizes to be won and a cash raffle.

Doors open at 5 30pm for eyes down at 6pm 

£5 per person includes bingo books and a pudding
Cash or Card Bar

You’ve got to be in it to win it! 
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D. J. Chutter LTD
Building Contractor – Joinery

Long Established Local Firm

All aspects of Building work undertaken
including Conservation and Listed Building

Joinery Workshop – Providing bespoke joinery –
including: doors, windows, kitchens, wardrobes

Please contact Mark Chutter on 
01963 210354

Email: djchutterltd@btconnect.com
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PIDDLEHINTON CHURCH FETE

Changing plans at the last minute is not how our local fete is normally 
organised, but with the threat of high winds and gales came a swift 
reappraisal and the fete was relocated to the front of the Old Rectory 
so everything could carry on – and it did with great success  The 
village turned out in force to support and the Dog Show had the 
greatest number of entries ever  A huge thank you must also go to 
Sara Milne who was equally determined and wonderfully flexible 
allowing the fete to take over her front garden, even the stables were 
commandeered and housed the bric a brac stall 

And finally, a thank you to all our sponsors, those who donated, 
and won, silent auction prizes and of course to the raffle. There was 
amazing produce on the plant stall, cake and preserves and the teas 
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carried on spectacularly despite tricky conditions, and it’s fair to say 
the tombola overflowed with donated bottles. So many children and 
dogs and their owners were seen sporting huge smiles and wonderful 
rosettes and the entries for the cake competition were outstanding and 
very difficult to judge, but everyone loves a chocolate cake!

Our resident photographer Pete Yendell took many amazing 
photographs of the fete, and here’s a selection that sum up the 
wonderful day. So, save the date for next year, Saturday 20 July 2024 
and we look forward to seeing you  It will be sunny!
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NEED A SPACE FOR A PARTY, TALK OR TRAINING? 
STARTING AN EVENING CLASS OR DANCE PRACTICE? 

PIDDLETRENTHIDE MEMORIAL HALL 
IS AVAILABLE AT ONLY £9 PER HOUR 

Hall floor area is 14x7 metres, plus stage 
Chairs and tables provided. Well equipped kitchen with 

crockery and glasses 

RIVERSIDE LAWN 
approx. 14x7 metres 

FURNITURE, CROCKERY AND GLASSES AVAILABLE 
TO HIRE FOR EVENTS ELSEWHERE 

TO BOOK CONTACT ANN RIDELL on 01300 348161 
email ann.ridell@gmail.com
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2024 HOLIDAY BROCHURE OUT NOW!2024 HOLIDAY BROCHURE OUT NOW!

DAY EXCURSIONS AND HOLIDAY TOURS ON COACH

picking up in PUDDLETOWN, TOLPUDDLE and DORCHESTER.

 Come and experience coach travel with a difference. 

  CALL US FOR YOUR COPY

 01305 851697  www.crosswaystravel.co.uk01305 851697  www.crosswaystravel.co.uk

PVNV July_Aug_23.indd   59 11/09/2023   09:51



https://piddlevalley.life

60

Wastewater Treatment Plant Installations for Owners of Septic Tanks

Septic Tank Owner?
New laws mean that you may need to update your system to a 

wastewater treatment plant to stop your septic tank 
polluting the environment.

Please contact us to arrange a free assessment visit.

01935 507 508
burrow-environmental.com
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Surgery and Dispensary Opening Times
We are open Monday to Friday 8.30 – 6.30 and Saturday 8.30 – 11.00

During those opening hours, we hope to provide patients with an excellent range of appointments 
to suit all of their needs.  

These include:
8.30 – 9.00 Telephone consultations with the doctors.

9.00 – 10.30 Open Surgery where access to the doctors will be in order of arrival.  
9.00 – 10.00 on a Saturday

3.30 – 4.00 Telephone consultations with the doctors.
4.00 – 6.10 Pre-bookable appointments with the doctors.

Saturday mornings – We offer the same as weekday mornings for both the telephone 
consultations and an Open Surgery session, but please note that you need to book in between 8.30 

- 10.00 am to make sure you will be seen.

Online Consultations – These are available via our website, once you have registered for Online 
Access at the surgery.  This sends a message very much like an email direct to the doctors on our 
medical system, who will be able to answer any general health concerns that you may have. This 

should not be used for anything urgent.

Test Results - We encourage all patients who have had a blood test to telephone the surgery 
within 1-2 days to get their results.  This will allow time for the doctors to receive and check the 

results before passing on the results to patients.

Repeat Prescriptions – Please remember that our Dispensary require a full 48 hours (2 working 
days – Monday to Friday) to make sure we can have items ready for your collection.

If you are unwell while the surgery is closed, ring NHS 111.  They will take details of your condition 
and direct you straight away to the local service that can help you best.

Opening Hours for Easter
Please remember that the Easter period is earlier this year, so please assist us in ordering 

any prescriptions that you may need in advance.  The surgery will be closed on Good 
Friday 30th March, throughout the weekend and Easter Monday 2nd April.  We open 

again for normal hours on Tuesday 3rd April. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SURGERY WILL NOT BE OPEN on Easter Saturday 31st March
If you are unwell while the surgery is closed, ring NHS 111.  They will take details of your condition 

and direct you straight away to the local service that can help you best.

Please note that repeat prescriptions should be requested earlier than usual at this busy time for our 
dispensary.  We need a full 48 hours (2 working days) to make sure we 

 can have items ready for your collection.

Puddletown Surgery
Tel 01305 848333

Athelhampton Road, Puddletown, DT2 8FY
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I am writing to keep you up to date with events at Puddletown Surgery 
and share important health messages and updates  If there are any 
other matters you would like us to address, please let us know by 
ringing to speak to Clare Stickland, Practice Manager, on 01305 
848333 or clare stickland@dorsetgp nhs uk

Surgery and Dispensary Opening Times
Open morning surgery is available Monday to Friday 9 00 – 10 30  
Please arrive before 10 30am  Please be aware that if one doctor is 
very busy you may be seen by a different doctor 

The surgery is open Monday to Friday 8 30 – 18 30

8 30 – 9 00 On the day telephone consultations with the doctors 
9 00 – 10 30 Open Surgery: where access to the doctors will be in 
order of arrival unless a clinical need dictates otherwise (arrive before 
10 30am)  
15 30 – 16 00 On the day telephone consultations with the doctors 
16 00 – 18 00 pre-bookable telephone and face to face appointments 
with the doctors 

Saturday 8 30 – 11 00 
8 30-9 00- on the day telephone consultations with the doctors (Please 
note there is no open morning surgery on a Saturday)

Winter vaccination programme
We are currently working hard planning our Winter Vaccination 
Programme, due to start in September 2023. Clinics will be available to 
book online or by phone from Monday 4th September 2023 after 10am 
Clinic dates are listed below and will also be advertised in all the usual 
places, our website www.puddletownsurgery, our surgery newsletter 
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and on Facebook 
If you are aware of a neighbour who may not have access to this 

information, please do share it. 
The below groups will be eligible for a flu vaccine:

• those aged 65 years and over 
• those aged 6 months to under 65 years in clinical risk groups  
• pregnant women
• all children aged 2 or 3 years on 31 August 2023
• primary school aged children, from Reception to Year 6. (School 

age children with underlying health conditions can have their 
vaccination with the GP rather than waiting for the school vaccination 
programme) 

• carers in receipt of carer’s allowance, or those who are the main 
carer of an elderly or disabled person 

• close contacts of immunocompromised individuals
• frontline workers in a social care setting without an employer led 

occupational health scheme including those working for a registered 
residential care or nursing home, registered domiciliary care providers, 
voluntary managed hospice providers and those that are employed 
by those who receive direct payments (personal budgets) or Personal 
Health budgets, such as Personal Assistants

This year’s programme does NOT include those aged 50-64 that are 
not in an at-risk group 

Winter vaccination clinic dates
Saturday 30th September 2023 Over 65s and eligible under 65
Friday 6th October 2023 Over 65s and eligible under 65
Saturday 7th October 2023 Over 65s and eligible under 65
Friday 13th October 2021 Eligible Under 65s
Saturday 14th October Over 65s and eligible under 65
Saturday 21st October 2023 Over 65s 
Saturday 28th October 2023 Over 65s

Saturday nurse clinics
For your convenience, we now offer Nurse/HCA assistant clinics on 
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Saturday mornings several times each month  

Foodbank
We continue to support the Puddletown Foodbank  Please drop any 
donations of suitable foods in the box just inside the main surgery 
doors 

Facebook page
Please like our Facebook page We use this page for sharing 
information about health promotions, emergencies at the surgery 
such as power cuts or snow and sharing general information from the 
Primary Care Network  

Please do not use it to book appointments, request medication or 
ask questions relating to your treatment. Ring 01305 84833 or use 
the eConsult facility on our website www puddletownsurgery co uk for 
these enquiries. 
We hope that you find the page useful, and we will endeavour to 
keep you informed using all the usual channels as well. To find our 
page search for Puddletown 
Surgery, look for our logo 
(below) and follow us 
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CERNE ABBAS SURGERY

GP Appointments
As you may be aware, Dr Dobbs took a 6-month sabbatical at the 
start of 2023. Jeremy spent some time sailing across the Atlantic 
and also some time providing healthcare support and adventuring in 
Nepal  He has now returned to his usual working days at the surgery 
(Wednesday, Thursday and Friday). Dr Dobbs will be at the surgery 
until the end of March 2025 when he plans to retire 

Dr Stefan Giancola saw Dr Dobbs’ patients while he was away and 
has now gone back to working his usual Monday and Wednesday at 
the surgery 

Dispensary
Due to staff shortages, the dispensary has slightly amended their 
opening hours  You are now able to collect your medication at the 
following times:

Monday to Thursday 0900-1300 and 1400-1730
Friday 0900-1300 and 1400-1830

Occupational Therapy Service
A reminder that we have Laura, an Occupational Therapist working 
with the surgery 

Occupational therapy aims to improve your ability to do everyday 
tasks if you are having difficulties. Referrals to Laura can be made 
directly by yourself or through one of our Nurses or GPs  Laura will 
then arrange to meet you at your own home or in the environment 
you are finding challenging. Please contact the surgery if you feel you 
would benefit from Laura’s support.

For out of hours care or advice during those times when the surgery 
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is closed, please call 111. In the case of an emergency, call 999.

‘Flu’ Clinics
The Surgery is running the following clinics for our registered patients 
to receive their annual ‘flu’ jab:

Saturday 23rd September – Cerne Abbas Surgery
Monday 2nd October – The Green Man, King’s Stag
Thursday 12th October – Cerne Abbas Surgery
Wednesday 25th October – Piddle Valley First School

Eligible patients this year include:

• Those aged 65 and over 
• Those aged 18 to 64 with a serious long-term health condition 
• Pregnant women 
• Carers 

For full eligibility, please check our website or contact us.
Please note that healthy 50–64-year-olds are not included in this 

year’s programme 

You MUST pre-book a slot for these clinics.

Please book online if you have an account for ‘SystmOnline’ or the 
‘Airmid’ app 

If you cannot book online, please call Reception after 10:30am on 
01300 341666 

COVID
We currently do not have any information regarding COVID-19 booster 
vaccinations, however please rest assured we will communicate 
details with patients once we have been informed of the plans by NHS 
England 
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WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR IN THE NIGHT SKY: JULY/AUGUST

The chart below shows the whole night sky as it’ll appear at 10pm on 
October 1st (south at the bottom, north at the top, directly overhead 
in the middle)  You can see that the Milky Way arcs through the whole 
sky, from Northwest to southeast. The chart also shows Saturn nicely 
placed for observation to the south and Jupiter rising in the east.

The constellation Taurus is also rising in the east, with the Pleiades 
(the so-called ‘Herald of Winter’) already well established in the night 
sky 

The Draconids meteor shower peaks on the 8/9th of October, and 
features an hourly meteor rate of around 10 per hour 

If you’re interested in learning more about stargazing, why not check out my books (available from Amazon): A 
decade in stargazing, Demystifying Visual Astronomy and The WOW! list. (Kevin Quinn)
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