
Sept/Oct 2022

PIDDLE
VALLEY

News and Views



2 www.piddlevalley.info 
  



www.piddlevalley.info

1

CONTENTS

Dates for Your Diary                                                           2
Defibrillator contact number                                                                  2
The Bridge Educational Trust                                                3
Advertising rates and deadlines                                             4
Members of Piddle Valley Parish Council                                  6
Letters from the valley                                                        9
Piddle Valley Stores-Piddletrenthide                          12
Post Office Services                                                         13
Benefice of the Piddle Valley, Hilton and Ansty,
  Cheselbourne and Melcombe Horsey                      18-19
News, comings and goings in the valley                                  22
Clubs, Groups and Organisations                            26
Other news & events                                      34
The Piddle Inn                                                                40
Sport                                                  52
www.piddlevalley.info                                                        56
Puddletown Surgery                                                         58
Cerne Abbas Surgery                                                        61

Index of advertisers                                                          72

Cover photo: Little Egret, by Kevin Quinn.
Please send your cover photos to the Editor (p4)



www.piddlevalley.info

2

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

September

5 Country Dancing
10 Tour of Britain cycle race Stage 7
15 Dorset Coding Day
16 Neptune at opposition :-)

18 Ironman 70.3
23 Burger night, Piddlehinton Village Hall, 6pm-10pm
26 Gardens Club – Butterflies and Moths in the garden*
26 Jupiter at opposition :-)

30 Lunch Club, 2.30-4.30

  

October
1 Gardens Club Saturday – Harvest Supper
3 Country Dancing
6 Thursday Club meeting, 2.30
28 Lunch Club, 2.30-4.30
31 Gardens Club – Bob Ayers

 

01300 452101 
VETS 

DEFIBRILLATOR CONTACT NUMBER

34 www.piddlevalley.info 

The piano has not been used for some time so 6-8 weeks notice would be 
needed to allow for two tunings and changing the castors' height, which is 
currently unsuitable for play. 
 
Thankyou for the Cake stands. 
 
A big thankyou to Kim Gloria Anita Chris and John for their help with the 
platinum jubilee afternoon tea enjoyed by all and to all those who trusted me 
and loaned me their cake stands . 
Thankyou once again  
Ann Hawker 
 
Piddlehinton Village Hall 
 

Hall Bookings – Tracey Walder 07557633817 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming new members for only –   Family   £39 per year 

      Single Adult £26 per year 

      Single Junior £12 per year 

Visit - http://piddlevalleytennis.googlepages.com/,  call 01300 348277 
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THE BRIDGE EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Educational grants
The Bridge Educational Trust is a Piddle Valley based charity that 
provides grants to individuals who wish to further their educational 
aspirations. 

Do you need financial help to realise your educational development 
and future ambitions, whether young or old? Thanks to a generous 
endowment from the Bridge family with a local connection through an 
18th Century goldsmith, the Trust is able to provide individual grants to 
those in the Valley in particular and rural Dorset more generally.

Examples of what we have given grants for include: university 
accommodation fees, vocational/practical courses and assistance with 
apprenticeships, but these are just the tip of the iceberg. In a good year 
we make grants totalling £80k.

For further ideas and to see if you meet our criteria please visit our 
website at: https://www.bridgeeducationaltrust.org.uk

Applications should be submitted through the website and Trustees 
meet in February, June and October to decide on grants. The deadline 
for applications is three weeks before these meetings and is displayed 
on the website so please check. 

If you would like to discuss a possible application in advance of a 
submission please feel free to contact one of the local Trustees:

Nick Harland                           (01300 348282) 
Hannah Murphy                        (01300 348564) 
Richard Drewe                         (01300 348253) 
Olivia Steven                           (01305 567095)
Nathan Ritson                          (07827 441490)
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ADVERTISING RATES AND DEADLINES

Dimensions (w x h) page proportion annual (6 
issues)

single 
issue 

128 x 180mm Full page (b/w) £96.90 £25.50

inside front + 
back (colour) 

£140 £35.70

back cover 
(colour)

£200 £51

128 x 88mm Half page £81.60 £20.40

128 x 58mm 1/3 page 
landscape

£61.20 £15.30

62 x 88mm 1/4 page £51 £12.24
Small ads per line £4.10

Advertising deadlines 2022-10 Oct
Editorial deadlines 2022-10 Oct

Editorial team
For free articles for inclusion in the magazine contact:
Acting Editor: Kevin Quinn editor@piddlevalley.info 

For paid adverts for inclusion in the magazine contact:
Advertising: advert@piddlevalley.info 

For payments/accounts information contact:
Treasurer: accounts@piddlevalley.info

Distribution: Ann Jordan 01300 348015

Printed by Creeds of Bridport

Webmaster: Andy Howard 01300 348406
webmaster@whitepuppy.co.uk
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Alternatively, articles, payments, etc can be sent to:

By post/hand: 

PVNV Postbag, Village Stores, Piddletrenthide, DT2 7QF

with kind permission of the Shop Team.

**Disclaimer**
Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of advertisements 
and copy in this magazine, we cannot accept responsibility for any 
information given or claims made by our advertisers or contributors. 
You send it in, we put it in.

Errata
In the last edition we mistakenly published an out of date advert on 
page 50 for Crimson Guitars. We were pleased to offer our apologies.

Piddle Valley News and Views needs your input!
The PVNV team is always on the lookout for interesting, informative 
and/or entertaining content for inclusion in the magazine. Whether it’s 
a brief comment, short letter, or a longer piece. Contributions can be 
about the Piddle Valley specifically or the wider Dorset area and/or 
beyond.

Do also send in your submissions for cover photos.

editor@piddlevalley.info

Thank you.

Kevin Quinn
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MEMBERS OF PIDDLE VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Alton Pancras 

Piddletrenthide & Plush 
Dave Abbott
Emergency Officer for Piddletrenthide

John Cox
Emergency Officer for Piddletrenthide, Clerks Terms & Conditions 
Working Group, Community Transport Group, Playing Field & School 
Committee, Transparency Code Working Group

Andy Howard
Playing Field & School Committee, Transparency Code Working Group

Lisa Murray 
DAPTC representative

Jenny Sherwood – (Vice Chair) 
Planning representative for Piddletrenthide, Emergency Officer for 
Plush, Defibrilator Working Group

David Latimer 
Clerks Terms & Conditions Working Group

Paul Fox 

Piddlehinton
Chris Ebdon (Chair)-Councillor Chris Ebdon, Piddlehinton Parish 
– Dorset Council ROI Member of the following:
Planning representative for Piddlehinton, Finance & Clerks Working 
Group, Defibrillator Working Group, Road Safety Working Group, 
Transparency & Policy Working Group.

Pam Lock 
Emergency Officer for Piddlehinton, DAPTC Representative, 
Community Transport Group, Rights of Way Footpath Officer

Samantha Paulley
Parish Clerk
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Meetings
The Piddle Valley Parish Council meets in Piddletrenthide Memorial 
Hall, normally on the last Tuesday of the month, at 7.30pm. Meetings 
start with a “Democratic period”, during which any local resident may 
personally raise direct to the Council any matter that affects the Valley 
community. So, if you have something important to say, please either 
contact your local Parish Councillor or raise it during the start of the 
next meeting.

Please also note that Minutes of meetings are published on their 
website, so if you do not wish your name to appear, please state this 
before beginning speaking.

The next scheduled PC meeting will be held in the Memorial Hall on 
– Tuesday 30 August, Tuesday 27 September.

Waste Collection arrangements
Recycling & Food – Sept 6th & 20th. Oct 4th & 18th.
General Waste & Food – Sep 13th & 27th. Oct 11th & 25th. 

Piddletrenthide Shop
Now has its own website – www.piddlevalleystores.co.uk. 

Road closures & traffic information.
The Tour of Britain cycle race Stage 7 will visit Dorset on 10th 
September. It will not directly affect the Piddle Valley, but will involve 
rolling road closures on the route and inevitably some delays to 
journeys.
Stage seven will start from West Bay & run parallel with the West 
Dorset Heritage coast through Abbotsbury before passing through 
Dorchester, West Lulworth and Corfe Castle. The route heads inland 
towards Wareham, Milton Abbas and Wimborne Minster and loops 
round into the heart of Ferndown town centre, Details can be found 
on https://www.tourofbritain.co.uk/tour-of-britain-2022-stage-details-
revealed/

IRONMAN 70.3 will be run on September 18th. Details can be found 
on https://www.ironman.com/im703-weymouth-course which is similar 
to last year. It runs from Weymouth to Crossways then Puddletown 
then up the Valley Road (B3242/B3143) to King’s Stag and back by the 
C12 Sherborne top road to Dorchester and Weymouth. 
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There will be the usual road closures and disruption to traffic, 
so please ensure you have made allowance for this on that day. 
Particularly there will no traffic movement allowed on the B3142/B3143 
or the C12 “Top Sherborne Rd” between approximately 0730 and 
1400hrs. Full details can be found on their website.

Parish Council Website
The Piddle Valley Parish Council has its own dedicated website, 
following the introduction of the General Data Protection Regulations. 
The web address is now: www.piddlevalley-pc.org.uk

It will also be possible to access their website through the “Parish 
Council” tab on the www.piddlevalley.info website if you prefer. You will 
be automatically diverted to the new website.

Planning applications list
The new Planning Pages of https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ are 
an easier way of you keeping track of any particular application.
Planning Applications from 1st April 2022 will no longer be listed on the 
www.piddlevalley.info website.
 
Andy Howard / 01300 348406
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BUILDING CUSTOM GUITARS FOR OVER A DECADE  

 

WE ARE AFTER YOUR SPARE ROOM FOR ONE OF OUR MATURE 
STUDENTS BOOKED ON OUR 12 WEEK COURSE:   

10th JANUARY - 1st  APRIL 2022  
 

EACH STUDENT NEEDS A BEDROOM PREFERABLY WITH AN EN SUITE, 
WIFI ACCESS AND THE USE OF YOUR KITCHEN FOR PREPARING 

THEIR OWN MEALS.	
 

YOU RECEIVE £100+ PER WEEK TAX FREE.  WE RUN 3 x 12 WEEK 
COURSES PER YEAR AND YOU COULD BECOME ONE OF OUR 

REGULAR CRIMSON HOSTS	
 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS TEL: JULIE 01300 321618 
OR EMAIL:  jweldon942@outlook.com 
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LETTERS FROM THE VALLEY
From Heather Bland, Alton Pancras

I have succeeded in growing some Oak and Horse Chestnut trees from 
Piddle Valley acorns and conkers respectively. I also have one Beech 
tree. They are all about 18 inches tall now and have survived through one 
winter. If anyone would like one to plant in the ground (bearing in mind the 
likely eventual size of said trees) then for a small donation to a charity of 
your choice you are welcome to have one. First come, first served.

  

Alton Pancras Church was the setting for the annual visit of the 
Wessex Morris Men on Monday 27 June as a part of their summer 
Monday Tour of Dorset villages and venues. Villagers were treated to a 
series of traditional and new dances and the Parochial Church Council 
(PCC) had arranged a barbeque and bar so that people could enjoy 
the entertainment while eating their supper. All profits were donated to 
Dorchester Foodbank. 

The trustees of the Alton Pancras Trust, a local village charity 
(charity number 800977), took the opportunity to present a 
commemorative mug celebrating the Queen’s platinum jubilee to all 
children aged under 18 years old who live in the village. In total 21 
mugs were presented by John 
Squibb, the resident who has 
lived in the village the longest. 
John was also presented with 
a commemorative mug.

The trustees and PCC 
would like to thank everyone 
who came to support the 
event. 

Heather (07799 654988)

Some of the 21 children 
who were presented with 

commemorative mugs.
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Alton Pancras – A claim to fame?
It is not generally recognised that our village is on a main air-route 
between Heathrow Airport and presumably the USA. It uses some 
seriously large passenger aircraft for the journey, as you would expect. 
In our territory it flies east/west above Burnt House Bottom and over 
the church and can be easily seen on blue-sky days, of which we have 
many! We have most often seen them around 1.00pm.

But can anyone in our valley with a serious interest in passenger 
aircraft offer the editor any words that might elaborate on our village’s 
latest claim to fame?

colinsuedean@btinternet.com

If you’ve got something to report, query, say, ask or just complain 
about, why not drop us a line: editor@piddlevalley.info

20                      www.piddlevalley.info11www.piddlevalley.info

D. J. Chutter LTD
Building Contractor – Joinery

Long Established Local Firm

All aspects of Building work undertaken
including Conservation and Listed Building

Joinery Workshop – Providing bespoke joinery –
including: doors, windows, kitchens, wardrobes

Please contact Mark Chutter on 
01963 210354

Email: djchutterltd@btconnect.com

ANDREW SHAW
MASTER THATCHER

Over 30 years experience
All inquiries welcome

Tel:  01305 265384
Mob:  07879 610583

Mobile Library

Mondays 
2, 16 + 30 March
13 + 27 April

Alton Pancras  
Holcombe Mead 11.25–11.45

Piddletrenthide 
Poachers Inn 11.55–12.10
Wightmans Close 13.20–13.50

Piddlehinton
Paynes Close 14.00–14.40

PVNV MAR APR_Full version  20/02/2015  18:51  Page 11

J A S P E R S 
HAIR SALON

01300 348 569 
Main Street, Piddletrenthide, DT2 7QL 

www.jasperssalon.moonfruit.com 

A modern Salon providing a friendly and professional service 

J A S P E R S
HAIR & BEAUTY

    OPENING TIMES 

   Monday:    Closed 

   Tuesday:    9.00am-4.00pm 

   Wednesday:      9.00am-6.00pm

   Thursday:         9.00am-5.00pm

   Friday:    9.00am-7.00pm 

   Saturday:    8.30am-1.30pm

JASPERS 30TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

Come and celebrate with us on 
Saturday 24th March 2018 

12 – 2pm  

Bubbly and nibbles 

MAR APR 18 copy.indd   20 13/03/2018   18:42
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PIDDLE VALLEY STORES – PIDDLETRENTHIDE

Opening hours
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8.30am-1.30pm
SATURDAY- 9.00am-12.00 Noon
SUNDAY – CLOSED
POST OFFICE-THURSDAY 8.30 AM-10.30 AM

Selling
Daily papers
Fresh fruit/veg
Self-serve dorset milk
Dorset butter/cheeses
Honey from Piddlehinton
Dorset beer/cider/wine 
Bread/cakes/pies from Evershot Bakery Ltd (Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday)

Orders can be taken either via telephone or email:

For bread/cake/pie orders please place by 10am for the next delivery.

As ever, thank you for supporting your local village shop.

Telephone: 01300 348321
Email: piddlevalleystores@gmail.com
Website: www.piddlevalleystores.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook

Sandra & Team
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POST OFFICE SERVICES

Piddletrenthide Village Stores
An Outreach Post Office Service operates on:
Thursday 08:30-10:30.
Chris from Cerne Abbas Post Office will usually hosting this outreach 
and will be more than happy to assist you with any queries on the 
services provided.

Piddlehinton Mobile Post Office
An Outreach Post Office Service operates on:
Thursday 11:00-13:00

Other Post Offices in the vicinity
Charminster Village shop
Charlton Down Stores
Cerne Abbas Village Stores
Puddletown
Dorchester Main Post Office on Trinity Street
Milborne St Andrew Stores

Last Postbox collection times (as at 19/01/2018)

Mon-Fri Saturday
Piddletrenthide Shop 16:30 11:00
White Lackington 13:30 11:00
Piddlehinton 16:30 11:00
Snowdrop Corner 11:00 11:00
Alton Pancras 16:15 10:15
Plush 12:00 11:00
Dorchester Sorting Office 18:30
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WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE

Commercial and residential window cleaning – We clean up to 65 ft 
from the ground using the latest water fed pole system which uses 

purified water. 
We can offer a 4 or 8 weekly service.

Gutter cleaning service
Why not get in touch for a free no obligation quote to have your 

gutters cleared we can empty up to 4 floors. We use a Gutter Vac 
from the safety of the ground, so no ladders are needed.

Other services we offer.
Soffit and fascia cleaning

Pressure washing for driveways/walls
Render cleaning

Grass cutting

If you would like to book any of the above services, then please 
contact JAMIE on

Mobile: 07977106487
Email: jbhandyman@hotmail.com

Home: 01305 821134
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BENEFICE OF THE PIDDLE VALLEY, HILTON AND ANSTY,
CHESELBOURNE AND MELCOMBE HORSEY

4 September 2022
Altar Colour – Green
Deut. 30: 15 – end
Psalm 1
Philem. 1-21
Luke 14: 25-33

Trinity 12
9.30 am Said Holy Communion 
9.30.am Songs of Praise
10.00 am Family Service
10.30 am Lay-led Service

Alton Pancras 
Cheselbourne
Piddlehinton 
Hilton 

11 September 2022
Altar Colour – Green
Exodus 32: 7-14
Psalm 51: 1-11
1 Tim. 1: 12-17
Luke 15: 1-10

Trinity 13 
9.30 am Sung Communion 
10.30 am Sung Communion
 with Hilton
11.00 am Matins
6.00pm Sung Evening Prayer

 
Alton Pancras 
Melcombe Horsey

Piddletrenthide
Piddlehinton

18 September 2022
Altar Colour – Green
Amos 8: 4-7
Psalm 113
1 Tim. 2: 1-7
Luke 16: 1-13

Trinity 14 (Iron Man Day)
9.30 am Sung Communion
11.00 am Horsey Half Hour
11.00 am Sung Morning Prayer
6.00 pm Communion (CW)

Cheselbourne
Melcombe Horsey
Hilton 
Piddlehinton 

25 September 2022
Altar Colour – Green
Amos 6: 1a, 4-7
Psalm 146
1 Tim. 6: 6-19
Luke16: 19-end

Trinity 15
11.00 am Sung Communion
 Harvest 
6.00 pm Evening Prayer
 Harvest
6.00 pm Sung Evening Prayer 

 
Piddletrenthide

Piddlehinton

Hilton

 

Sport ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
TABLE TENNIS  Monday Piddlehinton Village Hall 7.15–9.00 pm 
   Contact Beryl Ellis / 01305 267394 
 
CRICKET CLUB  Contact Graeme Stephens / 07899 663773 
   Junior Cricket c/o Edward Gallia, Cerne Valley Cricket 
   Club 07966256896; edward@nethercerne.co.uk 
 
TENNIS   Visit www.piddlevalleytennis.googlepages.com 
   Contact 01300 348277 
 
YOGA    Tuesdays Piddlehinton Village Hall 10–11.15 am 
   Contact Jane Evans / 01305 259754 
 

Window	Cleaning	

A	trustworthy	experienced	window	cleaner	will	pit	the	sparkle	back	
on	your	windows.	

Can	also	undertake	Jet	Washing	and	other	
jobs.	

All	properties	covered	domestic	and	
commercial.	

Please	call	Chris	now	on.			

07939	544	137	
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2 October 2022
Altar Colour – Green
Hab. 1: 1-4; 2: 1-4
Psalm 37: 1-9
2 Tim. 1: 1-14
Luke 17: 5-10

Trinity 16
9.30 am Said Holy Communion 
9.30 am Thank You Celebration
10.00 am Family Service
10.30 am Lay-led Service 

Alton Pancras 
Cheselbourne
Piddlehinton 
Hilton

9 October 2022
Altar Colour – Green
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15
Psalm 111
2 Tim. 2: 8-15
Luke 17: 11-19

Trinity 17
9.30 am Sung Communion
10.30 am Harvest Communion 
 with Melcombe Horsey
11.00 am Matins
6.00 pm Sung Evening Prayer

Alton Pancras
Hilton

Piddletrenthide
Piddlehinton

16 October 2022
Altar Colour – Green
Gen. 32: 22-31
Psalm 121 
2 Tim. 3:14 – 4: 5
Luke 18: 1-8

Trinity 18
11.00 am Horsey Half Hour
11.00 am Sung Morning Prayer
11.00 am Communion 

Melcombe Horsey
Hilton
Piddlehinton

23 October 2022
Altar Colour – Green
Isaiah 45: 22-end
Psalm 119: 129-136
Rom. 15: 1-6
Luke 4: 16-24

Bible Sunday
11.00 am Sung Communion 
 with Alton Pancras
6.00 pm Sung Evening Prayer
6.00 pm Sung Evening Prayer

 
Piddletrenthide 

Piddlehinton 
Hilton

30 October 2022
Altar Colour – White/
Gold
Dan. 7: 1-3, 15-18
Psalm 149
Eph. 1: 11-end
Luke 6: 20-31

All Saints Sunday 
(5th Sunday)
10.30 am Sung Communion
 Benefice Service

Cheselbourne

BENEFICE OF THE PIDDLE VALLEY, HILTON AND ANSTY,
CHESELBOURNE AND MELCOMBE HORSEY
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EXPERT 
FINANCIAL ADVICE 

ON YOUR DOORSTEP

We have the knowledge to help you successfully  secure and enhance 
your financial future. We focus solely on face-to-face, plain-speaking 
advice to build long-term, trusted relationships with our clients.

Tim Gallego
Poundbury Wealth Management

Alan Wing House, Holmead Walk, 
Poundbury, Dorchester, DT1 3GE
Email: tim.gallego@sjpp.co.uk

01305 266 866

For a free, no obligation discussion about your financial future, please  call:

POUNDBURY WEALTH MANAGEMENT 

• Investments & Savings  • Pensions
• IHT & Estate Planning  • Protection
• Tax planning  • Mortgages

We specialise in:
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NEWS, COMINGS AND GOINGS IN THE VALLEY
Piddletrenthide & Plush Village Fete – an update

We would like to thank our stall holders and the team of helpers in 
setting up and packing away, all of whom helped make this year’s fete a 
success. We are delighted to say we raised £5,311.00. Thank you to all 
who came to support us. The weather was very kind and it was lovely to 
see so many people enjoying a family day, the village felt back together 
again after a difficult couple of years. Thank you to the Piddle Valley First 
School children, who sang beautifully, and to Simon Grainger for providing 
some lovely classical music. I would like to thank James Boughey for his 
generosity and for allowing us to enjoy his beautiful garden.
Save the date – next year’s fete – Saturday 10th June 2023

If you are interested in helping next year please let us know.
Tracey Mitchell
 

Piddletrenthide Memorial Hall – What’s on?
Lunch Club Usually on the last Friday of the month from 12.30 
to 2pm. Come for a two-course lunch plus tea or coffee and good 
company! New members are always welcome. To join us for lunch
please contact Ann Hawker 01300 348329

Country Dancing Usually on first Monday of the month at 2.30-
4.30pm. Two hours of dancing, chatting, hot drinks and laughing! No 
previous experience necessary as we walk through every dance before 
putting on the music. Comfortable, well-fitting shoes recommended. All 
welcome! 
Contact Sally Condon 01300 348250

Fit Moves Classes are designed to suit all ages and fitness levels with 
a mix of dance, cardio, conditioning and stretching. Come along on 
Tuesdays from 10.00-11.00am and have a go!
KFA Registered teacher/REps level 3 instructor. 
Contact Sarah Mitchell 01258 817288

Gardens Club, Thursday Club and other events held at the Hall 
have more variable programme dates. For more information on these 
see under Clubs, Groups and Organisations.

To hire the hall, including well-equipped kitchen with large 
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dishwasher, please contact the Bookings Officer: Anita Fox 01300 
348450/07383 985710 anitafox100@yahoo.com

Kitchen hire for events You can hire the kitchen, with range cooker 
and generous worktop space, to prepare food for events elsewhere, 
like weddings and parties. Contact Anita Fox on
01300 348450/07383 985710 anitafox100@yahoo.com.

Tables, chairs, tea urn and crockery are also available to hire 
separately for outside events. Caretaker contact: Ann Hawker 01300 
348329

Toying with the idea of learning to play the piano ... but you don’t own 
one? Or perhaps you’d like to give your child that chance? 
Piddletrenthide memorial hall has a good quality piano available for 
practice. If you’re interested, contact Anita Fox 01300 348450/07383 
985710 anitafox100@yahoo.com

The piano has not been used for some time so 6-8 weeks notice would 
be needed to allow for two tunings and changing the castors’ height, 
which is currently unsuitable for play.

Thank you for the Cake stands
A big thankyou to Kim, Gloria, Anita, Chris and John for their help with 
the platinum jubilee afternoon tea enjoyed by all and to all those who 
trusted me and loaned me their cake stands. 
Thank you once again 

Ann Hawker

Piddlehinton Village Hall
Fri Sep 23 is Burger ‘n’ Chips night at Piddlehinton Village Hall, from 
6-10pm.

We are also looking for an accountant. If that’s you, please call 01300 
348474

Hall bookings Tracey Walder 07557 638817
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¼ Transit  £85 

½ Transit  £150 

Full Transit  £280 

Kindling   £4 a bag 

Log nets   £5 

(All prices include VAT @ 5%) 

Long logs cut to order, larger 
loads available. Free Local 
Delivery.  

SAWMILL 

Hard and soft wood square cut 
timber and waney edge boards 

cut to your specifications. 

Products include: Beams for 
construction, planking 

oak gate posts, sleepers and 
cladding. 

All Trade Enquiries & orders of 
any size are most welcome.  

Contact: Office: 01935 83060  Mobile: 07789 517931 

Email: rts@rampishamestate.com 
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CLUBS, GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS
Valley Twinning

During July and August Twinning activity has increased as we look 
forward to a 3 day visit from our French friends from September 1st ... 
the first since the cancellation in May 2020. 

We have outings planned to Sherborne Castle and Gardens, to the 
Dorset Show and dinners together at The Thimble and the Memorial Hall. 
Lunch will be in the Butterfly House at Castle Gardens restaurant – we 
hope to have excellent weather, with the French windows open wide ! 
Our French visitors will stay with host families and meet up with the other 
Twinning members during the day and in the evening during their stay. 

We are looking forward enormously to seeing our Longueville friends 
again. Interestingly – for anyone familiar with the French greeting of 
kissing on both cheeks, the custom now is to fist bump instead! 

Please give our French guests a warm welcome if you see them in 
the Valley between September 1st and 4th.

Our annual Bring and Share picnic was held at the Nothe Gardens 
in early August. A perfect day, with a definite ‘French feel’ sitting under 
the shade of the trees. Looking out over the Channel, thoughts turned 
to our Longueville friends in Normandy and their imminent visit. The 
dogs all joined in and afterwards there was swimming in the warm 
(yes, really warm!) waters of Newton’s Cove.

Jo Thornton 

  

Piddletrenthide Lunch Club 
The Lunch Club met on the last Friday of July and had a wonderful 
buffet. Gloria made a fantastic pee and ham soup with a handmade 
bread rolls.

Anita cooked a lovely gammon and Sue and John provided some 
wonderful fish. Chris made an outstanding quiche and Kalvin from 
America provided two smaller quiches Bridget made a wonderful red 
onion stilton tart and coronation chicken. Kim provided some of her 
potatoes from the garden and Ann organised the salads. Jilly made a 
wonderful coleslaw.

Barbara made a fantastic Pavlova and trifle. there was also 
strawberries cream and ice cream and we managed to get through 
three platters to those that couldn’t join us. I apologise if I’ve missed 
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anyone who provided us with such wonderful food and also for all of 
those who helped us serve it.

Ann did an amazing job organising it all and Anita‘s husband very 
kindly used his lunchtime to join us to help wash up which was brilliant 
Chris also assisted us and was amazing.That Lunch Club also had a 
brilliant new helper and we hope that she will join us next time.

The Lunch Club are due to meet on the 30th of September at 12:30 
when we will be serving fish pie and a pudding with apple in it.

If you would like to join us please ring Ann Hawker on 013 0034 
8329 which will include a two course meal with tea and coffee and then 
after eight for £7.

With Best wishes 

Kim

  

What can you do to help make the Piddle Path a reality?
1. Use it (and record it!)
When you can, try and ditch the car and record those journeys – wet or 
dry. Head over to the Piddle Path Improvement Plan page on FB and 
post photos from your morning jog along the path, or tell us why you 
found it difficult to ride along it or push the buggy. 

2. Report problems to Dorset Council
If you find the bridleway to be out of repair in any way – the path is 
overgrown, so muddy it’s impassable, a stile is broken, etc – you can 
report it to their system and the council are duty bound to investigate 
and sort it out. For more details on how to do this, see below:

To report a problem on the Piddle Path (or other Rights of Way) type 
the following into the search engine. https://mapping.dorsetcouncil.gov.
uk/rightsofway/reportproblem
Click on “start now” or ring 01305 221000

Type Piddlehinton or Piddletrentide in the search box and press 
search.
Expand the map and locate the problem area on the map with the 
pointer and click.
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Cacti display at 
Bath & West, 
with David & 
Jane.

Complete relevant boxes and submit.

Please send a copy of the acknowledgment e mail or report number to 
mariadefig@yahoo.co.uk together with the photo and any other details.

  

Piddle Valley Gardens Club
As I write, gardeners throughout the Valley are making final preparations 
to exhibits for the Summer Show. Conditions for horticultural exhibits are 
some of the most testing I can recall, with super hot temperatures creating 
additional work. Nevertheless we’ll see some wonderful exhibits across all 
classes. A full show report is given in this edition of News & Views.

At the Bath & West Show in June club members, David and 
Jane Ennals, won Best Horticultural Exhibit. The photo shows their 
wonderful display of cacti and we congratulate David and Jane on a 
fantastic achievement. In addition, just this week they’ve won Best 
Exhibit in the Floral Marquee at the Taunton Flower Show with a 15ft 
display of cacti. This must be a summer meant for cacti. 

Gardeners’ minds are naturally focussed on watering. Here at 
Pettals Cottage we’ve allowed the lawns to go thirsty and they now 
resemble golden beaches. I’m confident the return to cooler, wetter 
weather will see the grass recover. Some borders are planted with 
drought tolerant plants and our agapanthus, verbena, ornamental 
grasses, cordyline, bergenia, heuchera and lavenders are providing 

an interesting 
display. Before 
next summer 
we’ll plant up 
other borders to 
withstand hot/dry 
conditions and to 
reduce watering. 
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We enjoy gardening and aim to keep it enjoyable rather than spend too 
many hard hours on maintenance. We grow just a few vegetables and 
these are all in containers so watering by hand isn’t arduous. Our vine 
‘border’ is thriving this summer with a bumper crop and bunches of 
grapes hanging heavily. Gardening can be very satisfying.

ne of the highlights of the club’s year, the Summer Social, was 
held in July. On a glorious Sunday afternoon in July we had lunch 
under a canvas gazebo in the garden of club member, Richard. We 
each brought something delicious for lunch and enjoyed good food 
and company and the opportunity to admire Richard’s delightful and 
productive gardens. Our thanks to Richard for hosting such a lovely 
event, truly high summer at its best.

Club members are currently choosing which bulbs to purchase for 
autumn planting. Through the club, members make purchases from 
a bulb wholesaler, so we can expect the usual bulk order of several 
thousands of bulbs. Planning for an injection of vibrant colour in our 
gardens next spring is all part of the gardening year, albeit in late 
summer.

Club events pick up again in September and new members are 
most welcome to join us for an annual membership fee of £10 pro rata 
(visitors £2 for the evening) you can enjoy the following Club events:

Monday 26 September – Butterflies and Moths in the garden*
Saturday 1 October – Harvest Supper
Monday 31 October – Bob Ayers will be making a welcome return*
Monday 28 November – Growing your own*
Monday 12 December – Christmas Social

*7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, Piddletrenthide.

To join the Gardens Club for just £10 per year contact Sally Condon
Tel 01300 348250 or email riverpiddle2@btinternet.com
Or pop along to a monthly club meeting
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Piddle Valley Gardens Club Summer Show 2022
The Summer Show, a highlight of the valley’s calendar, was held on 
Saturday 13 August in the Memorial Hall with the temperature outside at a 
searing 93oF (34oC), a definite record for the show. We had great support 
from participants and the viewing public. The Valley is fortunate to retain 
this annual fixture as many village communities have lost their flower 
shows through lack of support.

Unsurprisingly the very hot weather made growing conditions difficult 
and led to slightly fewer entries in the horticultural classes, though the 
standard of entries was high. The Judge commented what a good show it 
is given the conditions and in comparison with other shows he’s recently 
attended we did well on numbers. Overall there were 190 entries.

The tables were weighed down with super exhibits of vegetables, old 
favourites and new varieties side by side. Seasoned competitor, Richard 
Cake, won the Potato in a Bag class with 8lb (3.6kg) of potatoes grown 
from just one Kestrel seed potato, an outstanding achievement putting all 
others in the shade.

WINNER Best Exhibit in Vegetables : Richard Cake – French beans 
class

Exhibits in the fruit classes were plentiful. The marquee where the 
fruit was on show was scorching hot and the exhibits were ripening, 
possibly cooking, where they sat. Rosy dessert apples competed with 
succulent berries and other delicious fruits. It can’t be easy to be a 
show judge and rate the exhibits.

WINNER Best Exhibit in Fruit : Sue Chance – dessert apples class 
Masses of flowers and greenery were exhibited which looked wonderful 

and their scent filled the hall. Gardeners in the valley grow an array of 
cottage, formal and exotic plants. Bridget Bowen entered a canna lily 
in a pot with glowing flower spikes and luxuriant foliage, it must surely 
enjoy the hot weather. The overall class winner was Gay Hanbury with a 
magnificent begonia plant in full flower and a joy to behold.

WINNER Best Exhibit in Flowers : Gay Hanbury – flowering plant in 
pot 

Baking and preserves classes were popular with lots of entries and 
we saw plenty of appetising flans, cakes and loaves. These classes 
kept show organiser, Ian Condon, busy ferrying dairy and meat exhibits 
from the fridge to the show bench for judging and then back again to 
the fridge. A sea of jars with jams and jellies were produced to delight 
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all tastes. The valley certainly boasts some talented cooks. 
WINNER Best Exhibit in Home Produce : Tracey Chevalier – 

summer soup
Amateur photographers had been busy and wonderful images for 

each of the five classes were on display. The entries in `It’s a dog’s 
life’ gave us pictures of dogs enjoying their best life and evoking great 
characters.

WINNER Best Exhibit in Photography : Roxanne Harbour – 
‘patterns’

The Handicraft class was less well supported this year and having 
come out of lockdown possibly fewer people have been crafting. 
Nevertheless, the winning entry, a finely knitted shawl, was a delight.

WINNER Best Exhibit in Handicrafts : Sally Condon
WINNER Best Horticultural Exhibit in the show with her marvellous 

begonia was Gay Hanbury who also took home the Sir Robert Williams 
cup for another year. Well done Gay.

WINNER The Banksian Medal : Sue Chance. This is an RHS medal 
given to the club to award for horticultural exhibits. Congratulations Sue. 

The Show is a lovely event with lots of people coming along to enjoy 
the exhibits and to have tea and cake in the shade of trees alongside 
the River Piddle. It was great to see the community at the event and 

Left: Richard Cake and Club 
Chair, Ann Jordon. 

Gay Hanbury and Ann Jordon. 
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to know that there are gardeners young and old are producing food 
and flowers in abundance. Though we had winners from Piddlehinton, 
Piddletrenthide and Alton Pancras, it was Plush that swept all before 
them both in the show and in the raffle.

Finally, the Show wouldnt happen without the hard work of Ian 
and Sally Condon and their band of helpers, especially for the sheer 
physical work of putting up the marquee and show benches, etc, in 
scorching conditions. Several people kindly donated cakes for sale 
and also served tea and cakes. Funds raised from the event will help 
to support the Gardens Club. Many thanks to all for making such a 
wonderful show.

Jasmine Pettals
  

The Thursday Club
We made the most of the sunny August weather (before the heat wave 
hit) with a BBQ at Prue Jakeman’s garden and we thank her for her 
kind hospitality.

Most of our members were able to join us and we all had a jolly time!
Our next meeting is planned for Thursday 8th September when 

we shall be visiting Langham Wines for a ‘self-guided tour’ including 
visiting the vineyard to see the grapes being harvested, viewing the 
rooms where the various wine processing takes place & ending with 
a wine tasting! This will be followed by the option of enjoying lunch 
together in the Barn Restaurant.

In October our meeting will be in the Memorial Hall at 2.30 on 
October 6th, when we will be visited by Kevin Pope our local Bee 
Inspector who will enlighten us with the secrets of Bee-Keeping! He 
will also describe a swarm which might arrive in your garden and 
explain what steps to take to have it safely (& humanely) removed. The 
meeting will conclude with our usual shared tea to which members and 
their contribution of food are invited to join.

Looking ahead our November Meeting on the 3rd will be the AGM 
followed by a Dorset Quiz ... so come with your wits sharpened!

December will be our Christmas get-together in a local pub. More 
details to follow ...

Bridget Bowen (Entertainments Officer)
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34 Market Place
Sturminster Newton
Tel:  01258 472564

59 Cheap Street
Sherborne

Tel:  01935 389665

Had Enough of 
Escalating Heating Costs?

‘INSTALLER OF THE YEAR 2012’ - Micropower Council Awards

APPROVED 
INSTALLER

t. Graham Haine 01202 522488  w. www.ecolivinguk.com

BOOK A FREE SITE SURVEY

CO² reducing renewable energy installations:
Air Source Heat Pumps • Pellet Boilers • Wood-burning Stoves 
Ground Source  • Solar Thermal  • Log Boilers

PVNV MAR APR_Full version  20/02/2015  18:51  Page 7
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OTHER NEWS & EVENTS

Friends of Salisbury Cathedral
The Friends of Salisbury Cathedral are planning their programme of 
events for 2023, so now is a great time to join.

Members of the Friends enjoy free entry to the cathedral (excluding 
ticketed events, concerts or parking), they receive newsletters and the 
charity’s annual report, and they are invited to its social events.

Next year’s programme begins in January with the Dean of Salisbury 
the Very Revd Nicholas Papadopulos being ‘cast away’ at a Desert 
Island Discs event.

This is followed by a coffee morning in February and a new 
members’ afternoon in March, the latter to include talks in the cathedral 
and tea in the refectory.

There will be a day trip to Wells Cathedral in April and the annual 
Secret Gardens of the Close afternoon in June, during which a number 
of gardens in Salisbury Cathedral Close are open to the public.

We hope to run a holiday to Wales in July and Friends’ Day is in 
September including the AGM, a lecture, cream tea, organ recital and 
evensong.

In the last financial year, the Friends gave more than £128,000 in 
grants to fund projects at the cathedral and safeguard it for future 
generations.

These grants were made possible by means of members’ 
subscriptions, donations and legacies. 

Subscriptions are £25 for a single membership and £40 for joint 
membership. Gift membership is also available. 

For more details and a membership application form, contact the 
Friends’ office on 01722 555190, email friends@salcath.co.uk or visit 
our website: WWW.salisburycathedralfriends.co.uk

  

Dorset Council Capital Leverage Fund
Are you looking to make a difference to people living in your 
community? Do you need some capital funding for your project? 
Dorset Council launched a new grant to support not for profit 
community and cultural organisations to deliver new and improved 
facilities for local communities. 

The Capital Leverage Fund can help fund a range of projects, 
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including village hall or community building enhancements, 
renovations, maintenance, or new build projects, including car parks, 
play areas, multi-use games areas, theatres, community sports clubs, 
sports pitches and landscaping. 

We also welcome applications for projects that helps to address 
climate change themes, new public art, or heritage capital projects 
including accredited museums.

You can apply for a capital grant of between £1,000 and £25,000, to 
fund up to 20% of your total project costs. For more details on criteria, 
fund aims, and how to complete your application form please follow the 
link to our webpage. 

Projects need to meet at least one of the Dorset Council priorities 
and the Cultural Strategy priorities. 

Applications can only be accepted via our online application form. 
Applications will close at 12pm on Friday 6 January 2023. The next 
assessment panel is taking place next month so applications for this 
round need to be submitted no later than 12 September 2022. 

To apply for a grant, you can download the application guidance, 
support materials and an application form from the website.

If having looked at the webpage, you’d like to speak to us about your 
project, or need more information email us at:

• Community and voluntary sector applicants (including play): 
communities@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 
• Cultural applicants (arts, accredited museums, heritage, sports and 
physical activity): leisureWDWP@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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Specialists in Carpentry & Joinery

J & A Ridell
Friendly family business since 1970

For prompt, reliable service, new and repair work
doors / windows / built-in furniture

Email:    john@ridell.co.uk                              Tel:      01300 348161

Dorchester Framing 
& The Old School House Gallery
01305 848909/ m.07901946102

joan@dorchesterframing.com
www.victorianschoolhouse.com
Tincleton, DT2 8QR             Open by appointment 
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G.J.S. Plumbing + 

Heating Ltd

also

L.P.G Installations

Service, Checks +

Ugrades

(Gas Safe Reg)

01305 267765

07951 880654
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EAR WAX? 

CAN’T GET THEM SYRINGED?  
 

Clean and easy micro-suction now available. 

The Abbey Hearing Clinic 
14 Cheap Street 

Sherborne 
DT9 3PX 

 
01935 593467 

The Abbey Hearing Clinic 
3 Cheapside House 

High Street 
Gillingham 

SP8 4AA 
01747 470500 
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Piddle Valley Vets is a brand new veterinary surgery where we look after every
aspect of your pet’s health and welfare. We match the highest quality and most
up-to-date clinical techniques with a caring, compassionate and open 
environment. 
The practice is located in the old GP Surgery in the picturesque village of 
Puddletown. There is plenty of on-site parking and the building has been 
extensively refurbished and then equipped with facilities to house animals 
of many different species in the most comfortable and relaxing way possible
within a clean, clinical environment. 

Telephone  01305 848820

www.piddlevalleyvets.co.uk

“Keeping Your Pets Well”    David Holah BVSc CertZooMed MRCVS
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Jenny Barnes & Co 
Chartered Accountants & Chartered Tax Advisers 

Accounts and tax returns for self-employed,  

companies and personal tax. 

Initial meeting free of charge. 

The Studio, Cathays House, Ansty, DT2 7PJ 

admin@jennybarnes.co.uk   Tel: 01258 268050 
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THE PIDDLE INN
I apologies and regret having to send this lengthy correspondence as 
a general round robin but I feel that I now have no alternative but to 
respond to the fake news and dishonesty contained by additions or 
omissions in statements, reports and complaints.
I hope that parishioners can come to their own judgment and 
conclusion to what are inflammatory comments and statements, 
designed to incite agitation and uncertainty within the community which 
they have been successful in so doing.
In order to clarify the position from my prospective and understanding I 
reply as follows.

Reply
1. Significantly omitted in the statement made is the fact that I had 
offered the Parish Council my plans for reopening as a public house. 
This entailed reducing the size back to its original thereby making it 
manageable, reducing overheads in all sectors, possibly making it 
profitable, therefore viable and in turn securing its long term future. This 
could still provide about 60 seats together with standing and sitting at 
the bar and food servery,
Please remember this was during lockdown and all quite difficult 
yet still it involved several video conferences together with much 
correspondence and a meeting face-to-face at my property 10th March 
2021. Despite these efforts my suggestions were turned down out of 
hand. I again highlighted my plans to the “Friends of the Piddle Inn 
(FPI) group who also turned them down. The reason from both of these 
organisations is mainly nothing to do with the reopening of a public 
house business, as detailed below (4), which makes a farce of this 
whole debate.
2. This was a private purchase both as my sole residence where I live 
and business premises, it was openly marketed for sale for about 2 
years with no interest from private or community buyers.
3. It was made very clear to me that there were no business records 
and no accounts available as this was a bricks and mortar purchase 
only. The business was obviously a very much failed venture, 
consistent and consecutive with previous occupiers covering a 
combined period of almost 20 years from about 2004 of which is has 
been closed for almost a fifth of that time. It was clear that it was not 
viable for the property to run solely as a public house in its current 
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format. It also required a vast amount of capital expenditure on the 
building, services and equipment to bring it back into working order.
4. To my mind the pub needs saving with maintenance and 
improvement to the building which the FPI do not seem to be 
concerned about. Their interest seems to be not about saving 
the public house, which could quite easily be opened after some 
conversion works following my plans to reopen but they seem to 
require it for the following reasons none of which are of any business 
acumen:

A. Library with extra large print;
B. Book exchange;
C. Crèche for children while mothers have coffee after picking them up 
from school (how do I run that?
D. Meeting place for participants in the University of the third age;

5. I am not sure what is wrong with using the Village Hall or in fact 
the village school with its fantastic facilities, grounds, parking and 
presumably not used after school time, however, my plans, to reinstate 
the public house to the size it previously was, do not preclude any 
of these uses except there would be no storage, or crèche facilities 
as these are not possible. I assume various Council or Government 
bodies provide most of these services, when needed, not private 
individuals.
6. The purchase price quoted is both incorrect and not relevant to a 
sale should I decide to follow that path.
7. Again any price I quote for a sale is also not really relevant because 
as stated the property is not currently for sale, however, I felt pressured 
into giving a guide figure when the property was listed as a community 
asset which has now expired. I quoted this price a year ago and it now 
no longer stands. To state that I have quoted an over inflated price 
without any regard to the expenditure I have made to building and 
equipment, let alone my time of sometimes working 7 days a week, or, 
property price increases is to say the least, naive.
8. The FPI group planned purchase appears to have achieved very 
little in 12 months, initially missing the first government funding 
deadline for applications to help purchase village pubs. They informed 
me they had other funding available from a private charity and also 
potential of lottery money and another application was to be made for 
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government funding at the end of March 2022 but still no information 
has been forthcoming on any of these plans..
9. It should be noted that my plan to reopen has been further delayed 
and put on hold pending the approach from the FPI to purchase but 
as that now seems most unlikely, all dates and times have long since 
passed without the courtesy of any updates, I will now consider my 
options.
10. I have never had any lettings with airbnb so I am not sure where 
these statements come from. The majority of bookings for my property, 
shown on letting websites, are in fact just blocked off by me because I 
do not wish to let the property at that time, for instance this week I have 
a plumber in attendance, I may have friends or family over to stay, or, 
it just does not suit me at that time. I do have holiday lettings stay here 
but try to be selective.
11. The noise complaint appears to be both exaggerated and 
unwarranted as witnessed by the fact that I have no detail of the 
complaint and it appears Environmental Health does not either as they 
are unable to give me any details, not even a date, no annoyance to 
my immediate neighbors or to me. If music is played and/or people 
have conversation, or, supper of an evening then besides the windows 
there are shutters and curtains, there are 2 sets of doors and the walls 
are thick 17th century stone so you would have to be very close to hear 
anything.
12. No doubt there maybe disturbance in the future as there would be 
for anyone living in the vicinity of a public house. Obviously this is a 
reasonable and assumed potential problem to be accepted otherwise 
you would not buy a property to live so close to a 300 year old business 
whether it be a railway, airport, farm, or, public house. These are the 
same people who want live music.

My comments
13. As a large property in its present form The Piddle Inn is not a viable 
proposition as a public house there is not sufficient demand as show 
by the lack of use over the years. This is documented by the debts left 
on the business over the past 20-year period which would not have 
occurred if used by the local community on a regular basis. This is 
further highlighted by the “questionnaire” of potential use survey carried 
out by Mrs Lynn Mailer detailed below…
Percentage of Customers out of the Parish
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0.69% Customers Daily
4.01% Customers Once a week
14.24% Customers who may use the pub at sometime
100 parishioners out of 600 replied.

I believe FPI are a minority vocal pressure group not representing 
the passive majority as shown by these results and my numerous 
conversations with various parishioners who cannot believe the actions 
and statements being made in an effort to try and drum up business 
and support.
14. In addition it cannot even be staffed as there do not seem to be any 
local people of any age who want to work here (I have not even been 
able to get a cleaner over the past 2 years). Lack of trade has been 
further exasperated as a result of the change in customer habits and in 
particular the position of this country pub which does not seem to have 
enough local residents to support it, certainly not the previous business 
model and maybe not even my scaled down version. Also noted due to:

A. a limited desire and demand to go out for a drink and/or to eat out;
B. increasing old age within the population;
C. a change in demand from younger customers due to style, trends 
etc.
D. wealth and financial concerns;
E. family commitments;

15. With limitations in the opportunities for gaining customers this 
business will find it very difficult to succeed. Originally 8 pubs in the 
village of Piddletrenthide and currently 2 being the Poachers and 
Piddle Inn both closed.
16. The business already has a history of being closed due to a failed 
business environment and not being used by the village residents. It 
has averaged a change of ownership every 2 ¾ years over the past 
half century so it has a very checkered history;
17. If a pub of this size was in demand the previous occupiers would 
have been able to continue the business as financially viable and sold 
it as such. This has not been the case and it appears it was only able 
to run as a public house with other outside interests supporting it. As 
a single sole purchaser I do not have this luxury and the business 
needs to be totally viable if I am going to proceed with it. I am unable 
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to satisfy the beliefs and requirements of a small group who appear 
to have unrealistic expectations and seem to have little experience in 
the running of a business with the constraints and demands that this 
entails, certainly one such as this.
18. The premises are a Class A3 use due to its previous reputation for 
the sale of food, where, nearly 20 years ago, I am informed customers 
needed to book at least 1 week in advance, evidenced by the size 
of the existing kitchens needed to cater for such a business. This is 
defined as the serving of both food and drink for consumption on the 
premises, with this in mind it would be nice to revitalize a business 
albeit on a smaller and more manageable scale.
19. All of my income is used in maintaining and improving the property 
which, as previously stated, has received little or no attention for in 
excess of 20 years. I would hope this shows my commitment but alas 
no. If the income from holiday lettings stops then as proven historically 
the pub business cannot support the cost of these works and therefore 
they will cease. It is not possible to raise additional finance to do the 
work more speedily as there is no established business, and due to my 
age, it therefore must be funded out of income which is slow. Without 
lettings of the bedrooms in my property I would not be able to carry 
out the current maintenance programme which is urgently required, 
by stopping this business it will probably result in a further delay in 
reopening, if at all.
20. When and if I reopen the pub business I do not expect it to be able 
to support the overall costs of the building and outgoings which as we 
all now know are extortionate for a residence, but are even worse for 
a commercial business and look set to continue to increase. I would 
therefore need an additional income in order to keep things going and 
this would be generated via any holiday lettings
21. Despite the rudeness and insinuations I do actually plan to proceed 
as can be witnessed by my purchase of various equipment for the 
business such as espresso machine, griddle, counter fridge, etc. In 
the meantime work continues on the property, both internally and 
externally.

Thank you for your time,
Alan Craske
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Dorchester Poverty Action Annual 
Open meeting: “Helping people manage money better”

Speakers: Dick & Jane Howard (CAP Money Coaches) on Tuesday 4th 
October at 7pm in Dorford Centre Activities room. Everyone welcome

Money is something we all need, but currently for most people prices 
are rising faster than the money coming in, whether it is wages, 
pensions or benefits.  It is not stretching as far as we need to cover 
rising food bills, energy bills, rent or mortgages and other everyday 
expenses. 

This year’s annual Dorchester Poverty Action Open meeting is 
an opportunity to find out more about the CAP money management 
course, which teaches how to budget, save and prevent debt. Whether 
you already feel pretty organised or whether you feel the panic rising 
when you try to spend money from your account, the CAP Money 
Course will help you take complete control of your finances.  CAP 
courses are free and run locally, so come along and find out more and 
see if it would work for you or someone in your family’. 

Also find out how Dorchester Poverty Action through referrals from 
local professionals and charitable organisations are helping people in 
DT1 and DT2 with some of their financial problems. In the last financial 
year over £36,000 was distributed locally through grants and Co-op 
vouchers and already between April and July the number of these 
grants has doubled. 

For more information about the work of Dorchester Poverty Action go 
to www.dorchesterpovertyaction.org.uk

  

The Alton Pancras Trust
The Alton Pancras Trust has been operational in its current format 
since 1989. It is registered with the Charity Commission under charity 
number 800977.

Trust Objectives: To promote such charitable purposes for the benefit 
of the inhabitants of Alton Pancras in the county of Dorset and the 
immediate vicinity as the Trustees shall from time to time think fit.

The official wording of the Trust Deed (above) has been interpreted 
by the Trustees to cover grants for the following:
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• Small projects for the general benefit of the village of Alton Pancras.
• Personal grants or loans for educational or social purposes.
• Alleviation of hardship following illness or injury.

Examples of recent grants provided include:
• Substantial contribution to the cost of the Millennium Bench at Burnt 
House Bottom, and to its subsequent maintenance.
• Matching village contributions towards the cost of railings along the 
river through the village.
• Supporting the Village Map and The Village History projects.
• Funding the establishment and ongoing costs of the Wildlife Area in 
the water meadow.
• Purchasing marquees and tents for use of the village, particularly for 
the annual village fete.
• Funding a permanent store for village assets including marquees and 
tents, fete equipment, and Church equipment.
The Trustees have also agreed to buy each child living in the village, 
aged under 18 years old on 2 June 2022, a memento of the Platinum 
Jubilee.

Applications
Any resident of Alton Pancras may propose a use for Trust funds which 
are in keeping with the Alton Pancras Trust’s defined objectives.
Any such proposals, and any applications for assistance from 
individuals, which may be made in confidence, can be made to any of 
the Trustees, and all proposals and applications will be considered by 
the Board of Trustees at its next full meeting.
Please take a look at our website : https://altonpancrastrust.
org/ where you will find the contact details for all the trustees or 
email the Chairperson, Tim Carron Brown, at TimCarronBrown@
altonpancrastrust.org



www.piddlevalley.info

47

 

 



www.piddlevalley.info

48

#BringAPicnicNotABBQ
If British Summer Time and warmer days means you will be visiting 
one of Dorset & Wiltshire’s local heathlands or outdoors spaces to 
enjoy the wildlife and wilderness, please take a picnic. 

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service (DWFRS) are 
encouraging residents and visitors to take a picnic and not BBQ. 
Warmer and breezy weather increases the risk of accidental or 
deliberate fires in our open spaces. A wildfire can move at speeds 
faster than an Olympic sprinter, so we are asking people who are out 
and about to follow some simple steps:

If you are enjoying our open spaces when a fire occurs, get to a safe 
place and call 999 with as much information as possible.

Consider downloading and using What3Words to identify your exact 
location.

You can also help by reporting any antisocial behaviour on the heath 
to the Police on 101. 

During 2021, DWFRS dealt with 494 fires in the open. In 2022, we 
have already seen large wildfires in Dorset & Wiltshire and firefighters 
across the UK have dealt with more wildfires between January and 
May than in the whole of 2021 (243 compared to 237 in 2021). 

Area Manager Marc House, Head of Prevention at DWFRS said: 
“As we move into the summer, with longer daylight hours and warmer 
weather, understandably more people want to get out and use Dorset 
& Wiltshire’s natural environments. There is a trend that the number of 
deliberately set fires and fires caused by BBQs and bonfires in these 
open spaces, increases.

He added: “I cannot stress enough how important it is to take extra 
care when enjoying our beautiful open and forestry areas. If you 
are a smoker, please extinguish them fully before disposing of them 
responsibly – never ever just throw them away lit, similar to throwing 
them out from car windows – the result could be 50 or 100 firefighters 
tackling the subsequent blaze.”

Anyone caught starting a fire on a heath will be prosecuted whether 
it is a case of deliberate arson or neglect, for example an unauthorised 
camp fire or a disposable BBQ that gets out of control. Wildfires cost 
lives not only to endangered plants and animals but also put people 
and houses in danger. 

We need your help to protect our countryside. Please 
#BringAPicnicNotABBQ 
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Puddletown village hall

9th September 2022 – Pottery for the garden £30
Make a green man, owl or botanical tile for the garden

7th October 2022 – Figurative ceramics £25
Will you make Mary Anning or an angel?

11th November 2022 £25
Porcelain paper clay decorations or hangers

Please email creativeclayforall@yahoo.co.uk to book your space
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Update from Dorchester & Sherborne offices of Central Dor-
set Citizens Advice

Cost of Living Q&A
I am a single parent, with two young children. I am already struggling 

to stay on top of my household bills; my weekly food shop isn’t 
stretching as far anymore and now my energy bill is going up too. I 

don’t know how I’m going to afford all of these price rises. What can I 
do to stop my finances spiraling out of control?

First of all, you are not alone in this and there’s support to help you. 
It’s always worth checking if there are benefits you don’t know 

about that you’re eligible for, including support with your energy costs 
and living costs. On the Citizens Advice website there’s a benefits 
calculator, advice on how to reduce living costs and information on 
other ways to increase your income. 

There’s also emergency support that you may have access to, such 
as food bank vouchers or fuel vouchers, and access to grants – ask 
Citizens Advice for more information.

If you’re struggling to stay on top of bills, it’s really important to 
understand what money you have coming in and going out each 
month. Citizens Advice has a budgeting tool on its website that can 
help with this. 

And if you’re already behind on bills, prioritise paying your rent or 
mortgage, plus energy bills and Council Tax first. Not paying these bills 
has the most serious consequences. You should speak to the person 
or company you owe money to, to see if they can help you repay your 
bills sustainably.

We know that times are incredibly tough but please remember, you 
don’t have to face this alone. Do contact your local Citizens Advice 
to help you find a way forward via our Freephone Dorset Advice line 
number on 0800 144 88 48 between 10am – 4pm, Monday to Friday. 
Alternatively visit our national website: www.citizensadvice.org.uk.

For information about local Citizens Advice 
service go to: https://centraldorsetca.org.uk/
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SPORT 
Table tennis  Monday Piddlehinton Village Hall 7.15–9.00 pm 
 Contact Beryl Ellis / 01305 267394 

Cricket club  Contact Graeme Stephens / 07899 663773
 Junior Cricket c/o Edward Gallia, Cerne Valley Cricket  
 Club 07966256896; edward@nethercerne.co.uk

Tennis  Visit www.piddlevalleytennis.googlepages.com 
 Contact 01300 348277 

Yoga  Tuesdays Piddlehinton Village Hall 10–11.15 am 
 Contact Jane Evans / 01305 259754

Activities at Piddlehinton Gym
Full address: Piddlehinton Gym Limited, Enterprise Park, Piddlehinton, 

Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 7SZ

Clubs:
Monday evening from 7:30pm  Piddle Valley Badminton 
Adam White 07990 921084

Tuesday PM from 2:30pm  CG Junior Tennis 
Caroline Gossage 07887 856462

Tuesday evening from 7:30pm  Casterbridge Badminton 
Alan Simmons Mail:- alansimmons8@hotmail.com

Tuesday evenings (excluding last of the month)
Yoga 6.30-7.30pm contact Ness 07956 681788
Chi Flow movements 7.45-8.30pm contact Ruth 07941 172112

Thursday 10-11am Chi Flow with Ruth
Wednesday 11-12 Yoga with Ness

Wednesday PM from 3:30pm  CG Junior Tennis 
Caroline Gossage 07887 856462

Wednesday evening from 6pm  Purbeck Archers 
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Kenn Duffield Mail:- kennduffield@btinternet.com

Thursday from 4pm *NEW  Crendon 5-a-side 
Ben Walton mail:- Ben.walton@crendon.co.uk 

Thursday from 5pm * NEW  Drop-in-5-a-side soccer 
Scott Lighten 07949379666

Friday PM from 3:30pm  CG Junior Tennis 
Caroline Gossage 07887 856462

Friday evening from 6pm  Weymouth Radio Control Car club 
Al Mailer 07787 380541

Saturday morning from 10am Maria Badminton 07788 714216

Sunday morning from 9am  Purbeck Archers 
Kenn Duffield Mail:- kennduffield@btinternet.com

Sunday afternoon from 2pm  Hardy Country Bowmen
Bryan Tucker 07778 934627

Drama (storage) Rob Sansom 07703 584029

Piddlehinton Gym is suitable for clubs offering a variety of sports, 
including:

Training, Long Mat Bowls, Zumba, Dancing and now has Gym 
equipment and 5-a-side football.
The 32m x 12m hall has a sprung wood floor which is excellent for 
sports. 
As well as the main hall, facilities include a large meeting room, 
exercise/viewing area, disabled toilet, changing rooms, kitchen and 
viewing area as well as plenty of parking.
To discuss booking the Gym (from £8.50/hr for main hall) please call 
Paul on 07930 337459

New members always welcome
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2022 AUTUMN EXCURSIONS FOR SALE NOW!2022 AUTUMN EXCURSIONS FOR SALE NOW!

DAY EXCURSIONS AND HOLIDAY TOURS ON COACH
picking up in PUDDLETOWN, TOLPUDDLE and DORCHESTER.

 Come and experience coach travel with a difference. 

LUXURY SPANISH MINI CRUISE

September 27th     3 days     £299
Join us for a fabulous 3-day cruise on board Tallink Romantika. Enjoy fabulous time on board, whether it's

sumptuous meals or drinks in the show bar or even a swim in the pool. There will be fabulous entertainment
each evening. We will be cruising from Portsmouth to Santander and returning to Plymouth. You will have time
to explore Santander. The price above is for two people sharing a cabin, please ring our office for more cabin

options.

BIG BOATS AND CULTURE – IT'S ALL A MYSTERY

October 17th     5 days     £375
Join us for a mystery tour staying in a port city famous for culture. Its waterfront has a lively cosmopolitan feel
fuelled by popular restaurants  around an impressive marina. To help you get the most out of this city, we have
even included a guided tour. We will also visit a market town famous for Romans, railways and a racecourse, an

Elizabethan mansion with Capability Brown Parkland and a cathedral city. To top it all off, we will go for a
guided tour in one of the biggest companies in the World and a sightseeing cruise on a rather famous river. If

you have not figured out where we are going yet, then you simply must join us to find out.

  FOR YOUR COPY OF OUR HOLIDAY AND DAY

EXCURSION BROCHURE CALL US ON

 01305 851697   www.crosswaystravel.co.uk  01305 851697   www.crosswaystravel.co.uk  
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WWW.PIDDLEVALLEY.INFO 

Range of information available includes (updated several times per 
week). Events in and around the Valley; if you have an event you need 
including, email at any time mail@whitepuppy.co.uk

Important news items
Neighbourhood Plan  News, reports + information
Dorset Police  Ringmaster warnings about local 
 crimes (updated constantly) 
Valley Churches  News, Schedule of Services and Pew 
 Sheets, list of Births, Marriages and 
 Deaths, including published obituaries
About the Valley  Information about individual Piddle 
 Valley communities, together with 
 more detailed articles about the history 
 of the various settlements 
Shops + Businesses  Categories listing of annual PVNV 
 advertisers, with links to their adverts 
Doctors  Information about the surgeries + links 
 to their websites
Valley Clubs / Societies  Details + contact details of the many  
 Valley organisations 
Parish Council  Councillors, Meeting minutes, news 
 and reports, Planning Applications, 
 Neighbourhood Plan 
Piddlehinton Village Hall  Details of what’s available 
Piddletrenthide Memorial Hall  Details of what’s available + the Hall’s 
 history 
The Millennium Green  History and news 
Bridge Educational Trust  Details + link to their website 
Piddle Valley First School Articles + link to their website 
PVNV magazine  Links to back issues from Jan 2011; 
 articles too large or too late to be 
 included in the printed magazine 
Piddle Valley Design Statement  Copy of the document 
Piddle Valley Parish Plan  Copy of the document 
Gallery  Selected photographs of interest to the 
 community
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The small button on the top right side of the website Home Page 
details the most recent changes + additions to make it easier for you 
to keep abreast of what is available. If you have articles to contribute, 
suggestions for improvements, additions, corrections, or if there are 
bits that don’t work, please let me know.
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NEWS FROM PUDDLETOWN SURGERY
I am writing to keep you up to date with events at Puddletown Surgery 
and share important health messages and updates. If there are any 
other matters you would like us to address, please let us know by 
ringing to speak to Clare Stickland, Practice Manager, on 01305 
848333 or e-mailing clare.stickland@dorsetgp.nhs.uk

Winter Vaccination Clinics 2022
We are currently working hard to plan our Winter Vaccination Clinics 
for his year and will be offering both Flu and Covid Vaccination, 
for eligible patients, from the Surgery site. We will provide further 
information and make the clinic dates available to book as soon 
as possible. We will advertise this information in our next surgery 
newsletter, on the Puddletown surgery website, on our Facebook page 
and in the surgery. We will also send txt messages to eligible patients 
that have provided us with a mobile number.

Surgery and Dispensary Opening Times
We are open Monday to Friday 8.30 – 18.30

8.30 – 9.00 On the day telephone consultations with the doctors.
9.00 – 10.30 Open Surgery: where access to the doctors will be in 
order of arrival (arrive before 10.30am). 
15.30 – 16.00 On the day telephone consultations with the doctors.
16.00 – 18.00 Pre-bookable telephone and face to face appointments 
with the doctors.

Saturday 8.30 – 11.00

8.30-9.00- on the day telephone consultations with the doctors (Please 
note open surgeries on a Saturday are not returning)

66                      www.piddlevalley.info

Surgery and Dispensary Opening Times
We are open Monday to Friday 8.30 – 6.30 and Saturday 8.30 – 11.00

During those opening hours, we hope to provide patients with an excellent range of appointments 
to suit all of their needs.  

These include:
8.30 – 9.00 Telephone consultations with the doctors.

9.00 – 10.30 Open Surgery where access to the doctors will be in order of arrival.  
9.00 – 10.00 on a Saturday

3.30 – 4.00 Telephone consultations with the doctors.
4.00 – 6.10 Pre-bookable appointments with the doctors.

Saturday mornings – We offer the same as weekday mornings for both the telephone 
consultations and an Open Surgery session, but please note that you need to book in between 8.30 

- 10.00 am to make sure you will be seen.

Online Consultations – These are available via our website, once you have registered for Online 
Access at the surgery.  This sends a message very much like an email direct to the doctors on our 
medical system, who will be able to answer any general health concerns that you may have. This 

should not be used for anything urgent.

Test Results - We encourage all patients who have had a blood test to telephone the surgery 
within 1-2 days to get their results.  This will allow time for the doctors to receive and check the 

results before passing on the results to patients.

Repeat Prescriptions – Please remember that our Dispensary require a full 48 hours (2 working 
days – Monday to Friday) to make sure we can have items ready for your collection.

If you are unwell while the surgery is closed, ring NHS 111.  They will take details of your condition 
and direct you straight away to the local service that can help you best.

Opening Hours for Easter
Please remember that the Easter period is earlier this year, so please assist us in ordering 

any prescriptions that you may need in advance.  The surgery will be closed on Good 
Friday 30th March, throughout the weekend and Easter Monday 2nd April.  We open 

again for normal hours on Tuesday 3rd April. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SURGERY WILL NOT BE OPEN on Easter Saturday 31st March
If you are unwell while the surgery is closed, ring NHS 111.  They will take details of your condition 

and direct you straight away to the local service that can help you best.

Please note that repeat prescriptions should be requested earlier than usual at this busy time for our 
dispensary.  We need a full 48 hours (2 working days) to make sure we 

 can have items ready for your collection.

Puddletown Surgery
Tel 01305 848333

Athelhampton Road, Puddletown, DT2 8FY

MAR APR 18 copy.indd   66 13/03/2018   18:42
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First Contact Physiotherapy
In the UK, an average of 30% of GP appointments are for 
musculoskeletal (MSK) problems. Having physiotherapists work within 
GP practices and take over these appointments, means that patients 
get seen quicker and recover faster. Plus – the workload is reduced for 
GPs helping to ease pressure off general practice. 

The benefits of First Contact Physiotherapy-

Faster access to MSK care
Longer more in-depth appointments
Reduced waiting times
Reduced referrals to other NHS departments
Higher quality of care

This service offers a direct appointment for patients reporting bone, 
joint or muscle problems, with a specialist physiotherapist onsite 
at the surgery, instead of them seeing a GP. This gives the patient 
faster access to expert diagnosis and advice and exercises to start 
tackling the problem. The physios can also refer on to hospital services 
where necessary, order tests and write prescription. It is reported that 
nationally just 5% of patients choose to see a GP afterwards and 96% 
would recommend the service to friends and family. 

Please contact reception to book an appointment. Self-referrals 
welcome

NHS Health Checks 
You are eligible for a free NHS Health Check if you are aged 40—74 
and do not have any pre-existing long-term health conditions. 
If you are interested in having a Health Check please ring the surgery 
and book an appointment with our Health Care Assistant, Vicky.

Facebook page
Please like our Facebook page We use this page for sharing 
information about health promotions, emergencies at the surgery 
such as power cuts or snow and sharing general information from the 
Primary Care Network. 

Please do not use it to book appointments, request medication or 
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ask questions relating to your treatment. Ring 01305 84833 or use the 
eConsult facility on our website www.puddletownsurgery.co.uk for 
these enquiries. 

We hope that you find the page useful and we will endeavour to 
keep you informed using all the usual channels as well. To find our 
page search for Puddletown Surgery, look for our logo (below) and 
follow us.

Although the above chart shows the night sky at 9pm on October 1st, it can be used 
throughout September and October to help you identify constellations and find Jupiter 

(SE), Saturn (S) and the Andromeda galaxy (E).

Stargazing in the Piddle Valley
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CERNE ABBAS SURGERY

August Bank Holiday
The surgery will be CLOSED for the August Bank Holiday weekend 
on Monday 29th August 2022. We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused. For out of hours care or advice during closures, please call 
111. In the case of an emergency, call 999.

Hot weather advice 
With temperatures rising over the summer months, it’s important to 
think about how to stay safe in warmer weather. In the UK there are 
over 2000 deaths each year which are heat related.

Signs of heat exhaustion include headache, dizziness and 
confusion, loss of appetite or feeling sick, excessive sweating (or not 
sweating even though you feel very hot) and a high temperature of 
38C or above. If you’re suffering from heat exhaustion, it’s important 
to try and cool yourself down by resting in a cool place and drinking 
plenty of water.

If you, or someone you care about is likely to be affected by extreme 
weather conditions, you can sign up for email alerts from the Met 
Office that will tell you when extreme weather is expected. Some 
groups of people are more likely to be adversely affected by weather 
conditions, including older adults, babies and young children, and 
those living with long term health conditions.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/seasonal-health/heatwave-how-to-cope-in-
hot-weather/

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/heat-exhaustion-heatstroke/

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/guide-to-emails
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Holiday advice 
Whether you’re going overseas this year, or planning to stay closer 
to home, the fitfortravel website has brilliant information about 
how to choose a sun cream, who is most vulnerable and the other 
preventative measures you can take to make sure you stay safe in 
the sun. The fitfortravel website also has a wealth of information about 
health issues that can occur on holiday and ways that you can stay 
safe while travelling. If any kind of travel is in your plans, it’s well worth 
having a look.

https://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/advice/general-travel-health-advice/sun-
safety
https://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/advice
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We hope that you find the page useful and we will endeavour to keep you 
informed using all the usual channels as well. To find our page search for 
Puddletown Surgery, look for our logo (below) and follow us. 
 
Surgery Newsletter 
 
We no longer plan to hand deliver our surgery newsletter. The newsletter is 
available on our website www.puddletownsurgery.co.uk and also via email, if 
you sign up using the link on our website. We will ensure highlights from the 
newsletter are featured in the Parish Magazine. We have a very limited 
number of hardcopies available at the surgery for those who are unable to 
access the newsletter via alternative methods. 
Please see our website for up to date information 
www.puddletownsurgery.co.uk 
 

  

AQUAHEAT SERVICES LIMITED 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

Installation, maintenance and services from dripping taps to complete bathrooms. 

Friendly, reliable and professional service at reasonable rates with no call out charges. 

Free quotes with no obligation. 

Fully insured. 

Mobile: 07833 580241   Email: jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk 
Foxes Lodge, 12a Halsey Green, Pulham, Dorchester, Dorset. DT2 7UG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
TABLE TENNIS  Monday Piddlehinton Village Hall 7.15–9.00 pm 
   Contact Beryl Ellis / 01305 267394 
 
CRICKET CLUB  Contact Graeme Stephens / 07899 663773 
   Junior Cricket c/o Edward Gallia, Cerne Valley Cricket 
   Club 07966256896; edward@nethercerne.co.uk 
 
TENNIS   Visit www.piddlevalleytennis.googlepages.com 
   Contact 01300 348277 
 
YOGA    Tuesdays Piddlehinton Village Hall 10–11.15 am 
   Contact Jane Evans / 01305 259754 
 

Window	Cleaning	

A	trustworthy	experienced	window	cleaner	will	pit	the	sparkle	back	
on	your	windows.	

Can	also	undertake	Jet	Washing	and	other	
jobs.	

All	properties	covered	domestic	and	
commercial.	

Please	call	Chris	now	on.			

07939	544	137	
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TIM JEANNES GARDEN SERVICES

Grass cutting
Strimming

Hedge trimming
Patio cleaning

Pruning
Weeding

General tidy ups
All rubbish cleared

Telephone: 07580 553113
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Dorset’s first dedicated coding day for school children
Dorset’s first-ever live and interactive coding day for children will be held 
this September and schools across the county are being urged to take 
part.

Held on 15 September during National Coding Week, the Dorset 
Coding Day is for children in years 5, 6 and 7 and aims to inspire future 
Bill Gateses and Ada Lovelaces.

Dorset Council has joined forces with BCP Council and Barclays 
Digital Eagles to host the virtual event online.

Cllr Jill Haynes, Dorset Council’s portfolio holder for Corporate 
Development and Transformation said: “We are incredibly proud to be 
partnering with Barclays Digital Eagles and BCP Council to host the first 
ever Dorset Coding Day.

“We hope to see schools across the county sign up to this exciting 
event, which aims to inspire their pupils about coding and encourage 
them to explore the opportunities digital can offer.

“It’s our vision to make the county a digital place and to achieve that 
it’s crucial we encourage our young people to work in digital industries 
and to do that here in Dorset.”

The Dorset Coding Day will run two sessions, covering computer 
programming topics in the Key Stage two and three curriculums.

Run by Barclays Digital Eagles, the online sessions will enable 
schools to join in virtually from across the county.

IT specialists from local tech companies can also be part of Dorset 
Coding Day. They are invited to attend a school in-person to talk to the 
pupils and share their own experiences of using coding in their careers.

Kevin Garner, Barclays Head of Code Playground, added: “We’re 
delighted to be supporting Dorset Coding Day. Events like this can equip 
young people with new digital skills and gives schools the opportunity to 
introduce pupils to the exciting world of coding.”

Since the beginning of 2021, over 25,000 primary school pupils have 
joined the Barclays Digital Eagles’ monthly Code Playground sessions, 
building their coding confidence and preparing them for the careers and 
jobs that they may one day be applying for.

Schools and IT specialists that would like to sign up to the Dorset 
Coding Day can register their interest by emailing digitaldorset@
dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Dorset Coding Day will also feature as part of this year’s Festival of 
Future (10-14 October), showcasing digital innovations across Dorset.
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