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Over 60s “Laughter the Best Medicine” 2.30 pm,
Memorial Hall
‘What would Helen Mirren do?’ 7.30 pm,
Memorial Hall
Country Dancing, 2.15 pm, Memorial Hall
The Piddlers Book Group, 7 pm, The Brace
Open Coffee Morning 10-12, Village Hall
Coffee Morning, 10.30 – 12.00, Memorial Hall
Country Dancing, 2.15pm, Memorial Hall
Piddlehinton Annual Village Meeting, 7.30 pm,
Village Hall
Open Coffee Morning 10-12, Village Hall
Short Mat Bowls 7.30 pm, Village Hall
Piddletrenthide Lunch Club, Memorial Hall
Breakfast Club, 9.00 - 12.00, Village Hall
Country Dancing, 2.15pm, Memorial Hall
Open Coffee Morning 10-12, Village Hall
Coffee Morning, 10.30 – 12.00, Memorial Hall
'Between the Wars’ 7.30pm, Village Hall
Spring Jumble Sale, 2pm, Memorial Hall
Coffee Morning, 10.30 – 12.00, Memorial Hall
Country Dancing, 2.15pm, Memorial Hall
Piddle Valley Parish Council, 7.30 pm, Memorial Hall
Open Coffee Morning 10-12, Village Hall
Country Dancing, 2.15pm, Memorial Hall
Coffee Morning 10-12, Village Hall
Piddetrenthide Memorial Hall AGM, 7.30pm
Open Coffee Morning, 10 – 12, Village Hall
Over 60s “Dorset Ridgeway Project” 2.30pm, Mem Hall
Coffee Morning, 10.30 – 12.00, Memorial Hall
Country Dancing, 2.15pm, Memorial Hall
The Piddlers Book Group, 7 pm, The Thimble
Open Coffee Morning, 10 – 12, Village Hall
Piddletrenthide Lunch Club, Memorial Hall
Country Dancing, 2.15pm, Memorial Hall
Piddletrenthide Lunch Club, Memorial Hall
Alton Pancras Parish Meeting, 7.30 pm, AP Church
Open Coffee Morning, 10 – 12, Village Hall
Coffee Morning, 10.30 – 12.00, Memorial Hall
PUFC Annual Football Match, 10 am
PUFC Duck Race, 3pm, Piddle Inn
Country Dancing, 2.15pm, Memorial Hall
Spring Jumble Sale, 2 pm, Memorial Hall
Piddle Valley Parish Council, 7.30 pm, Memorial Hall
Open Coffee Morning, 10 – 12, Village Hall
Coffee Morning 10-12, Village Hall

Introduction from the editors ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The response and welcome to the new look PVNV have been very much
appreciated. There is clearly a lot of activity in the Valley for the PVNV Postbag
has overflowed and the number of pages might be a worry for our Treasurer !
Our team is growing, but we would welcome help to co-ordinate advertising and
evolve the website.
This issue sees a welcome contribution from James Biley and Hannah Lee
explaining the reason for the road closure in Piddlehinton on the 4th February,
and following last months article ‘Piddletrenthide Remembered’, we include two
very interesting letters from former residents.
To Prince William and Kate Middleton on the occasion of their marriage, we send
our sincere good wishes for a wonderful day and a wonderful life ahead.
We would like to record how the Piddle Valley celebrates the Royal Wedding, so
do please send us pictures and details of your event.
In the meantime, the sun is appearing, Spring bulbs are emerging and we hope
that the snows of winter are behind us for another year.
Dot Browning + Ros Charlton | Co Editors
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Photographs ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Front cover

March/April – © Mrs Lee’s photograph of James Biley and
Hannah Lee in the Bomb Squad Van in Piddlehinton.
See the children’s account under Piddlehinton.
Jan/Feb - © Ian Condon taken 6 ft outside the parish on
Lyscombe Hill looking west back to northern outskirts of
Plush.

Back cover

© Ian Condon : Leah Gmiterek in vintage steam engine on
her way to All Saints’ for her marriage to Stephen Brackstone
on 16 October 2010

Inside

© Mrs Lee : of James Biley
© LG Graham : Chapel House + New Inn

News from the Vicarage ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THE FIRE OF EASTER
Easter is a moveable feast, the date of which varies according to the date of the
full moon after the equinox – all very mysterious. The Western Christian Church
uses the Gregorian calendar (the Eastern Orthodox Church still uses the Julian
calendar) to calculate the date of Easter which must then fall within a range
between the 22nd March and the 25th April. It last fell on the 25th April in 1943
and will not do so again until 2038. In a cycle of dates which, evidently
(Wikipaedia), repeats itself every 5,700,000 years precisely, the most common
date for Easter is the 19th April. This year, the calculations produce the 24th April
as the date for Easter which makes it almost as late as it can be in the Western
Church.
One minor drawback of this late date from our point of view is the timing of the
Easter Vigil at Lyscombe chapel on Easter Eve, Saturday the 23rd April. Normally
the Easter Vigil is held after sunset on Easter Eve which, on the 24th April, would
be around 8.30pm! At the Easter Vigil, we light the fire of Easter symbolising
the return of the light of Christ, the Light of the World, a light no darkness can
quench, as we begin to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus and the overcoming
of the darkness of death.
With our Easter Vigil starting at 7.30pm, we shall
have to imagine that it is a little darker than it probably will be as we light the
fire! From the fire, we shall light the Paschal candle which we then carry in
procession into the chapel where the light is shared with all present as candles
distributed to the congregation are lit from the Paschal candle.
This is one of the special services of the Christian year and a wonderful way to
start the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection promising the gift of eternal life to
all of us, a celebration which continues with the eucharist in our parish churches
on Easter Day.
Lyscombe chapel is about half way along on the north side of Drakes Lane which
runs between Cheselbourne and Piddletrenthide. It is an ancient 12th century
thatched chapel used by pilgrims and others travelling between the abbeys at
Cerne and Milton. It lies in an enchanting valley, Lyscombe – the valley of the
lily, the flower associated with Our Lady. Why not start your celebration of
Easter there this year?

	
  

Rev Tony Monds
The Vicarage, Piddletrenthide
T 01300 348211 E tony.monds@btinternet.com	
  

From the Registers
Funerals

The funeral (followed by burial) of Brenda May White took place at All
Saints’, Piddletrenthide on the 4th January 2011.
The funeral of John Graham Hinchcliffe took place at Weymouth
crematorium on the 5th January 2011 followed by a service of
thanksgiving for his life at St Andrew’s, Melcombe Horsey on the 6th
January 2011.
A memorial service for David Boswell Egerton (followed by burial of
ashes) was held at St Martin’s, Cheselbourne on the 7th January 2011.
The funeral of Lyn Phyllis Graham Nicholas took place at Weymouth
crematorium on the 14th January 2011 followed by a service of
thanksgiving for her life at St Martin’s, Cheselbourne.
The funeral (followed by burial) of Christopher Lawrence Leslie Quarrie
took place at St Martin’s, Cheselbourne on the 4th February 2011.
The funeral of Irene Joan Ethel Phelps took place at All Saints’,
Piddletrenthide on the 9th January 2011 followed by cremation at
Weymouth crematorium.
The funeral (followed by burial) of Bessie Stockham took place at All
Saints’, Piddletrenthide on the 11th February 2011.
The funeral (followed by burial) of Richard John Beverley Sutton took
place at St Andrew’s, Melcombe Horsey on the 12th February 2011.

	
  

Benefice Churchwardens

	
  
Alton Pancras
Susan Cheyne
Sally Dangerfield
Hilton
Justin Langham
Anthony Wyld
Piddlehinton
Liz Carter
Sara Milne

01300 343327
01300 348880
01258 817446
01258 880261
01300 348266
01300 348400

Cheselbourne
Chris Quarrie
Nina Shaw Porter
Melcombe Horsey
John Langham
Margaret Smail
Piddletrenthide
Michael Howard Tripp
Prue Jakeman

01258 837731
01258 837422
01258 880808
01258880609
01300 348234
01300 348316

Green

Purple

SERVICES and
READINGS
6th March
Sunday next before
Lent
Ps 99
Ex 24.12-end
2 Pet 1.16-end
Matt 17.1-9
9th March
Ash Wednesday
2 Cor 5.20b-6.10
Matt 6.1-6, 16-21 /
John 8.1-11
13th March
Lent 1
Purple
Ps 32
Gen 2.15-17, 3.1-7
Rom 5.12-19
Matt 4,1-11
20th March
Lent 2
Purple
Ps 121
Gen 12.1-4a
Rom 4.1-5, 13-17
John 3.1-17
27th March
Lent 3
Purple
Ps 95
Ex 17.1-7
Rom 5.1-11
John 4.5-42

THE BENEFICE of THE PIDDLE VALLEY, HILTON,
CHESELBOURNE and MELCOMBE HORSEY

Hilton
8.30am Holy Communion

Melcombe Horsey
11.00am Morning Prayer

Cheselbourne
9.30am Family Eucharist

Piddletrenthide
11.00am Morning Prayer

Piddlehinton
9.30am Family Service

Alton Pancras
6.00pm Evening Prayer

Alton Pancras

Melcombe Horsey

6.30pm Parish Eucharist
(with optional Imposition
of Ashes)

6.30pm Parish Eucharist
(with optional Imposition
of Ashes)

Cheselbourne
8.30am Holy Communion

Melcombe Horsey
6.00pm Evening Prayer

Hilton
9.30am Family Eucharist

Piddlehinton
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Alton Pancras
11.00am Parish Eucharist
Alton Pancras
8.30am Holy Communion

Melcombe Horsey
11.00am Parish Communion

Piddlehinton
9.30am Parish Communion

Piddletrenthide
11.00am Family Service

Hilton
11.00am Morning Prayer
Piddletrenthide
8.30am Holy Communion

Cheselbourne
6.00pm Evening Prayer
Melcombe Horsey
11.00am Parish Communion

Alton Pancras
9.30am Family Eucharist

Hilton
6.00pm Evening Prayer

Cheselbourne
11.00am Family Service

Piddlehinton
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Compline will be said during Lent at 6.00pm each Friday in Hilton, and at 5.00pm
at Alton Pancras (on 11th March and 1st April), at Piddlehinton (on 18th March and
8th April) and at Piddletrenthide (on 25th March and 15th April).
Services shown in italics are taken from the Book of Common Prayer published
in 1662. The Family Eucharists (based on Common Worship Order One) Family
and other services are in contemporary language.

SERVICES and
READINGS
3rd April
Lent 4 / Mothering
Sunday
Purple
Ps 23
1 Sam 16.1-13
Eph 5.8-14
John 9
10th April
Lent 5 / Passion
Sunday
Purple
Ps 130
Ez 37.1-14
Rom 8.6-11
John 11.1-45
17th April
Palm Sunday
Red
Ps 118.19-24/ Ps
31.10-20
Is 50.4-9a
Phil 2.5-11
Matt 2.1-11 / Matt
26.14-27.end
21st April
Maundy Thursday
White
22nd April
Good Friday
No hangings
23rd April
Easter Eve
No hangings
24th April
EASTER DAY
White
Ps 118.14-24
Acts 10.34-43
John 20.1-18 / Matt
28.1-10

THE BENEFICE of THE PIDDLE VALLEY, HILTON,
CHESELBOURNE and MELCOMBE HORSEY

Hilton
8.30am Holy Communion
Sunday

Cheselbourne
9.30am Mothering

Alton Pancras
9.30am Mothering Sunday
Family Service

Melcombe Horsey
11.00am Morning Prayer

Cheselbourne
8.30am Holy Communion

Melcombe Horsey
6.00pm Evening Prayer

Hilton
Piddlehinton
9.30am Family Eucharist

6.30pm Evening Prayer

Family Service

Piddletrenthide
11.00am Family Eucharist
Alton Pancras
8.30am Holy Communion
Communion

Melcombe Horsey
11.00am Parish

Piddlehinton
9.30am Parish Communion
Eucharist

Piddletrenthide
11.00am Family

Hilton
11.00am Morning Prayer
Piddlehinton

Cheselbourne
6.00pm Evening Prayer
Old Brewery Hall, Ansty

(with procession)

6.00pm Parish Eucharist

7.00pm Agape Supper

Hilton

Piddletrenthide

12 noon Devotion

2.00pm Devotion

Lyscombe Chapel
7.30pm Easter Vigil
Alton Pancras
9.30am Family Eucharist
Communion

Melcombe Horsey
11.00am Parish

Cheselbourne
9.30am Family Eucharist
Communion

Piddlehinton
11.00am Parish

Hilton
9.30am Family Eucharist
Eucharist

Piddletrenthide
11.00am Family

Obituaries
Wojciech ‘Voit’ Kurc (1976 – 2011)
Voit was very easy to like and get on with, always friendly and interested in
people, making a lot of friends in the Valley, particularly during his time at The
Piddle, The Poachers and The Brace and also as a player with the local
badminton team. Imagine therefore the tremendous shock when we learned
that he had suffered a fatal heart-attack while on holiday in the Dominican
Republic.
He worked as a chef in his native Poland before coming to the UK in May
2004, and started his career here working with Nigel at the Piddle inn.
Girlfriend Monika arrived a year later, to work at the Poachers where Voit also
did a spell before returning to the Piddle, moving into the flat above the pub
with Monica and their cat Coco. They married in Poland in August 2006, an
absolutely splendid occasion we were lucky enough to share. A couple of years
later Voit took over as head chef at the Piddle.
In July 2010 Voit and Monika joined the Brace of Pheasants team, moving to
live at Prisoners Cottage, Plush in November, practically camping in the cottage
during renovations as progress got delayed by the snow. With everything finally
in place, they went away for a short holiday to " recuperate before the busy
season "
His final resting place is home, in Poznan, Poland, but so many here will miss
him dreadfully also. Our thoughts are with Monika, his mother Irina, his
brother 'Darek ' and his wife Beata.
For anyone wishing to leave a message of sympathy there is a ' Book of
Remembrance ' on the bar at The Brace.
Nigel & Kristina Pearce-Buckley

	
  
	
  
News, comings & goings in the valley ~~~~~~~~~~
Alton Pancras

	
  

AP
The handsomely illustrated village map is now in place at the entrance
to Burnt House Bottom, opposite the church entrance road. First mooted in
1994 as a way of spending the money we won for Best-Kept Village, it was
developed by Mike Squires in 1996 with the Dorset CC design team, taken on
by Sue Barrolet, then of Barcombe Grange, and finally by Andrew Graham,
funded by the Alton Pancras Trust. It is packed with information, historical and
environmental, an excellent result. Visitors can check it out when they come to
AP Fete at the Manor House opposite, on May 28th.

AP	
  
Nigel Patch of Garth received a surprise presentation from the PCC for
his dedication to maintaining the brasses in AP church on a weekly basis for the
past 10 years. He originated from Bradford Abbas where the family had lived
since at least 1861, though Nigel doesn’t remember that far back!
AP	
  
Thanks to the generosity of Pat Kenwrick, Alton Pancras church is now
the proud possessor of a piano. Anyone with an idea for a concert with
audience, or perhaps a recital, sing-song, Bach or Boogie, please contact
Frances Mallett (348439).
AP	
  
Excellent write-up for the AP Shoot in the Shooting Times, which
reveals that recent participants have included Jeremy Clarkson, Guy Ritchie,
Andrew Parker-Bowles, Roger Taylor of rock group Queen and several “hims
off the telly”. Keepers Nick Boniface, Tom Ferret, Stuart Bland and Fraser Craig
(he is AP-born) were among those featured.
AP 	
  
Amazing generosity from this small village/hamlet and its visitors ! On
one of the coldest December nights for 100 years, AP’s hardy but very cold
carol singers collected £345 for Dorset NightStop, a help-the-homeless charity.
They contributed £313 to the Poppy Appeal, £112 at the carol service towards
the church restoration fund, and £167 at the Christmas Day service for the
Salisbury-Sudan medical link.
	
  

AP 	
  
The village astronomer reports that while most of UK did not see the
partial eclipse of the sun by the moon on Jan 4, AP had a total eclipse of the
sun. Another first?
Colin Dean, 8 Holcombe Mead [colinsuedean@btinternet.com]
	
  
Date for your Diary
Alton Pancras Village Fete - Saturday, May 28 at 2.00 pm
Set in the Manor walled garden, a great afternoon for all the family - all the
traditional things on offer plus lots, lots more.
Rachel	
  Olley

Piddlehinton
Piddlehinton Carol Singing
It was a still, clear night in December when a small group of carol singers set
off into the snow with Keith Grainger playing his cornet to sing carols round
the village, finishing up at The Thimble where a welcome glass of something
warming was waiting for us. We raised £173.57 for The Hub in Dorchester so
thank you to everyone - the singers, cornet player and all those who kindly
gave donations, fortifying drinks, and mince pies !
Susie Harland

Bomb found at The Old Forge in Piddlehinton
Reported by James Biley and Hannah Lee, Year 4, Piddle Valley School
James - writing in bold type Hannah- writing in regular type
On Friday the 4th of February after school, me and my Mum were going
swimming near Bulbarrow. We’d just got out the car and I was stroking a tiny
little Jack Russell terrier called Ruby when Mummy’s phone rang and it was my
Dad saying “There’s a bomb at the Forge!” (an old blacksmith’s workshop that
we are looking after) “Come quickly, I’m NOT JOKING!” So we had to drive all
the way back. I was really excited because our topic at school was World War
2. Mummy was cross and a bit worried because she wasn’t there when they
found it. When we got there the road was closed by police cars and a boy
from my class called James was out of his house and he couldn’t go back in
because the police were blocking it off. A lady called Clare Hudson who works
and helps at Brownies had lots of people in her house wanting to get warm.
On the 4th February 2011, a bullet from a tank called “the Chieftain” was
found in the old Forge and it was thought that it was a bomb. The Biley
family was evacuated from their home around 4pm and they had to go
to Claire Hudson’s house. The High Street neighbours were told to stay
on one side of their house and away from windows. Police came and
the road was closed off for about 3hrs, and we all went into the Pub to
get some food and a policeman went in for a wee.
Then the police came and
told us that they had rung the
Bomb Squad from just near
Salisbury to come and look at
the bomb. About an hour
later it was getting dark and
we were wondering if they
were ever going to come, so
we went to the Pub and had
some
apple
juice ”Yum!Yum!’.
A
policeman came in and said
“The bomb squad are coming
soon!” so we went outside to
wait; there were some
flashing lights and then they
went away.
After that a policeman came in and told us the Bomb Disposal team had
come from the north of Salisbury. Hannah and James both aged 9 and
her mum, ran down the road and they got to the van and lots of people
were there asking the Bomb Disposal soldiers questions.

Just then the police car went so we wandered up the road near the Forge to
see what was happening. By the time we got there the Bomb Squad were
walking away towards their van. We caught up with them but Mummy had
forgotten her camera so James and I stayed with them. They kindly let us go in
and see their robot which had arms, lights and cameras all over it. When
Mummy came back we got to hold the bomb which was a 6lb armour-piercing
tank shell that had been fired from a tank. It wasn’t dangerous after all.
James and Hannah exclusively were let into the van while Hannah’s
mum went down the road to get the camera. Inside a soldier explained
about the robot and how it works, he said that it had three cameras.
The robot had a hand to cut things like wires; the hand also had pliers.
The soldiers were kind to let us have some pictures with the tank bullet.
Hannah Lee (whose parents own The Forge) was going swimming with
her mum and was rang up when they were there and her dad said “hi,
we got a bomb at the forge.” so her mum had to drive all the way back,
and that is the time when the Biley Family were evacuated. James said
“It was a bit scary at first but then I recovered.”
Then we all went home and I rang up my Grannies and Granddad to tell them
this story.
Submitted by Jo Neale, Year 4 Teaching Assistant, Piddle Valley School and
with permission to reproduce given by both sets of parents.

Lent Lunch this year will be on Thursday 31st March at the Manor House,
Piddlehinton at 12.30, kindly hosted by Jane Hemmings. Please ring her on
348188 so that she has an idea of numbers and of course, don't forget money
as your donations will go to charity. As ever, the fare will be bread and cheese
and water. We look forward to seeing lots of people.
Newspapers
This is just a reminder that Piddlehinton Church collects old newspapers for
recycling to earn us a bit of money. We would be grateful if anyone in the
Valley (or out of it!) could leave their old newspapers, either bundled in a bag
or tied with string, in the wheelibins outside the church porch. It's a wonderful
opportunity to do a bit for recycling and a bit for the church at the same
time. Very many thanks to those of you who have been part of the scheme
for the past years and for Sandy Milne organising it.
Gay Hanbury

Please join us at the

BREAKFAST CLUB
SUNDAY 20 MARCH 2011
From 9.00am to 12.00noon
In
PIDDLEHINTON VILLAGE HALL

Everyone Welcome

Piddlehinton Village Hall – What’s on every week
Tuesdays
TABLE TENNIS
Contact

Beryl Ellis / 01305267394

7.00 – 9.00pm

Wednesdays
RAINBOWS (for girls aged 5 – 7 years)
4.15 – 5.15pm
Contact
Sarah Goddard / 01300 345413
BROWNIES (for girls aged 7 – 9 years)
5.45 – 7.15pm
Contact
Kerry Moore / 01300 345117
Claire Hudson / 01300 348284
Thursdays
OPEN COFFEE MORNING with homemade cakes 10.00 – 12.00
Contact
Margaret Packer / 01300 348640
Jane Court / 01300 348989
POST OFFICE

2.00 – 4.00pm

SHORT MAT BOWLS
7.30 – 9.30pm
Contact
Sheila Hornyak / 01300 348264
To Hire
Bookings
Chair
Treasurer
Secretary

Very reasonable hire rates for groups, parties and events,
15 large and 5 small tables, tea urn and other equipment
Contact
Vickey Steven / 01300 348294
Pam Lock / 01300 348474
Fay Lord / 01300 348335
Sue Nicholas / 01300 348436
Vickey Steven 01300 348294

Piddletrenthide + White Lackington
Ivy House Garden - National Gardens Scheme (NGS)
We are planning to ‘Open’ our garden again this Spring for visitors who would
like to enjoy our daffodils, tulips, hellebores & primroses. Although our garden
is steep, we have steps and handrails and the most stunning views from the
upper slopes. So if you haven’t been here before DO COME !
All our regular visitors will be made most welcome, as usual ………..
The charge for admission is £3.00 and children go free. There will be a big
Plant Stall and delicious home-made teas will be available, so please bring your
friends and family for a great afternoon out !
Our opening days this year are
Sunday April 10th, Easter Monday April 25th
Sunday May 8th
We look forward to seeing you.

from 2-5pm
from 2-5pm

Dave & Bridget Bowen 01300 348255

Piddletrenthide Memorial Hall – Annual General Meeting
The AGM of the Trustees of Piddletrenthide Memorial Hall will take place
on Wednesday 6 April at 7.30pm in the hall. All are welcome.
The meeting will receive reports from the Trustees as to the running of the
business of the Hall and consider and approve the accounts.
Heather Bland, Secretary

Plush

P	
  	
  	
  
Starting at the end of 2010, the exceptional snow and ice that cut off
Plush residents (without a 4 x 4) from the world for a few days made us all
hugely grateful to those who snow-ploughed, salted and gritted the hills until
we could make it out of our valley again. Many thanks to you all!
P	
  	
  	
  
On Christmas Eve, because our Church is deconsecrated (and now the
venue for Plush Music recitals), Tony Monds led his annual Plush congregation
at the Brace of Pheasants. After carols and Christmas readings, Tony continued
to watch over this outlying part of his flock by joining us for a communal
supper before moving on to the main valley to lead more traditional Christmas
services in church. The collection of £118 was shared equally between the
NSPCC and the Piddle Valley’s Feathers Pre-School Group. Thanks from all of
us to Phil and Carol Bennett for hosting this gathering.
P	
  	
  	
  
Plush celebrated the start of 2011 with the annual New Year lunch
party, a living legacy of Chris and Brenda Jones. They lived for many years at
Deepdene and started this ‘tradition’. This year it was held on 9th January at
The Conifers, where we enjoyed drinks and nibbles, including contributions
from the guests. Many thanks to Sue and Peter Chance for hosting this year!
P	
  	
  	
  
January also saw the Plush population grow again, with the arrival of
another young resident, Ashley and Emily Rawlings’ son Hector, born on Friday
the 14th.
P	
  	
  	
  
Tragically, Plush has also just lost one of its most recent arrivals,
Voit (Wojciech Kurc), chef at the Brace of Pheasants, who died of a heart attack
while on holiday in the Dominican Republic. Our sympathies go to his widow,
Monika. See Obituary contributed by his chef-mentor, Nigel Pearce-Buckley.
P	
  	
  	
  
Grant Taylor, another recent Plush arrival now living at Barn Ash, is
also a chef, at Milton Abbas School. His wife, Karen, has re-started the
gardening business she was running before they left Ashstead in Surrey. Barn
Ash, by Armswell Farm, is now generating the first photovoltaic electricity in
Plush and Karen or Grant would be happy to discuss their installation with
others interested in taking up the government’s current financial incentives for
this, which will expire later this year.
Ros Charlton	
  

Letters ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Dot

Piddletrenthide Remembered

I write to say I found Jan/Feb issue most interesting because I knew Eva Foy
quite well 1940/41.
My parents occupied the General’s two best rooms during the War. Mrs
Minten arranged this for she was approached by ‘The General’ to find a pair of
quiet folk to occupy these two rooms during the War. The General was in
charge of the Home Guard. All the antique furniture ornaments, pictures,
books etc were left just as they were in 1939. They had the General’s Sitting
Room and Bedroom immediately above. Their food came from the main
kitchen and was excellent. The Cook used to own a Motor-Cycle – I cannot
remember her name. The General’s two little terriers used to scratch at the
Sitting Room door and my folk adored them. I also seem to remember there
were puppies arriving along !
My Father had served in the General’s 81st Division on the Somme. The
General was then the youngest Brigadier in the British Army and my Father
possibly the oldest Rifleman at 37 ! Occasionally they exchanged reminiscences
of life in the Somme.
One day ‘the General’ told my Mother “tonight there is coming here a soldier
of whom you are to hear a great deal of later on ……” I was to be the chap
who opened the Library door for him to be introduced to the General – they
had worked together for a long time previously. The Soldier who came to see
the General was no less than Major General Bernard Montgomery who was
unknown to the general public at that time. I remember he came in a grey
Harris tweed jacket.
I used to come at weekends. One day scores of motor cycle and sidecar
soldiers arrived from Signals at Blandford. The Officers came in but we did not
know that this was due to
The General keeping scores
of carrier pigeons over his
garage in the loft for him to
take away in the dark in the
local hearse, with important
messages to the French
Resistance.
I enclose a snap of Chapel
House and a little piece of
the Methodist Chapel.
I stayed there with the
Bollands for quite a while.

My bedroom was the little back one and it faced south. The old car in the
foreground is my 1927 Morris. I remember the bomb that fell on the Davis’s
butchers shop, I heard it whistle down and explode.
Does anyone recall the German pilot who was shot down and fell in a field
nearby and was captured by a Farmworker ? Mr Strickland was possibly his
name ? He took him to the Police House inhabited by PC Fish. Apparently Mrs
Fish said to him “It’s no good you coming here at this time of day young man.
My husband won’t be back till teatime.” He sat there all day and in the
evening PC Fish drove him in his Ford 8 Police car to Dorchester (with whoever
it was who captured him in the front). The Ford 8 had an illuminated sign in
the roof saying POLICE. At that time there were only 13 Police cars in the
whole of Dorset.
Miss Eva Foy might recall my brother staying a few nights there when on
embarkation leave to go to Egypt ? Would you say to Eva I have stuck in my 89
year old memory, West House has an attractive cut glass door to the cloakroom
in the hall ! Does Eva remember the bomb that fell near a cottage in Doles
Ash ?

I also
enclose a snap of Chapel House where I lived at one time and a sketch I did
when I was 17 of the New Inn. I tried to take a snap around 1980 from the
same spot where I crouched in 1940 but it was totally overgrown and I couldn’t
get there.
Yours sincerely

Beetle Graham (LG Graham)

Dear Editor
I was interested to see the photograph of Eva Foy in your last issue as it took
me back to my childhood days with many memories of the annual Christmas
tea parties which were held in the old school. They were wonderful times. My
uncle, Fred Sawyer, would play the accordion and during the evening Father
Christmas would come along with a present for each child. Musical chairs,
oranges and lemons and many other games were played. However, what I
vividly remember is Eva being encouraged to sing “I’ll Walk Beside You”. She
had a wonderful voice. Billy Allen would also sing his favourite song of “Silver
Threads Among The Gold”. He too had a great voice.
The other reason for writing is, and I am sure that Eva won’t mind me
enquiring;
I would dearly love to know if she lives at 6 Henley Cottages as this was the
home where I was born. I regularly receive a copy of your magazine via my
sister, Dawn Wheeler. We were brought up in the village of Alton Pancras and
love to browse through the contents.
My congratulations to the inhabitants of Alton Pancras on their award for best
kept village/hamlet.
Yours sincerely

Mrs GF Hancock (nee Sawyer)

Editor’s Note
This is an extract from Colin Dean’s response to Mrs Hancock
I interviewed Fred and Eva at their cottage in Henley in 2005. It was then called
Greenfield. I recall it was the third in a row and adjoined an outhouse or small
barn. Today all three are being converted into one, called Field House. IF the
three were numbered 2, 4, 6, Eva’s would have been No6. Eva’s brother-in-law
Gordon Foy told me that “It used to be an alehouse, for this was one of the
routes to Cerne Abbas in olden days.”

General News + Notices ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Blood and Tissue Donation

You can make an initial check to find out whether your health allows you to
donate blood by calling 0300 123 23 23 or on the Blood Transfusion website
(www.blood.co.uk). The website also explains what to expect at a donation
session and how blood is used. You can book an appointment as well, which
minimises waiting time at the session.
DORCHESTER sessions are held at the United Church Hall, South Street (near
Goulds household store) and all are from 13.30 - 15.25 and 16.30 - 19.00.
The next dates are:
Thursday 17 March
Thursday 28 April
Thursday 7 April
Thursday 5 May
There is also a session at STURMINSTER NEWTON, in The Exchange, on
Wednesday 23 March, from 13.00 – 15.25 and 16.30 to 19.00.
The blood donation website also has links to websites giving information about
registering as a potential donor of tissues such as skin, bone and bone marrow.
Rosalyn Charlton

Dorchester Mobile Library
Mondays
Alton Pancras
Piddletrenthide
Piddlehinton

March
7 + 21
April
4 + 18
Holcombe Mead
Poachers Inn
Wightmans Orchard
Paynes Close

11.25 – 11.45
11.55 – 12.10
1.20 – 1.50
2.00 – 4.00

Clubs, Groups, Organisations ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Piddle Valley Country Dancing Group
At only £1.50p per meeting, which includes tea/coffee/squash and biscuits
during the much-needed break, this must be one of the cheapest forms of
entertainment in the Piddle Valley. Do come along and join us at the Memorial
Hall, you will be made most welcome.
Jane Preston 01300 348545
Disclaimer
Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of advertisements and
copy in this magazine, we cannot accept responsibility for any information
given or claims made by our advertisers.

Piddle Valley Gardens Club
The Memorial Hall in Piddletrenthide was full up for the AGM on January 24th
and the business of the meeting was undertaken in a formal manner.
The accounts are healthy, the club is growing and three new members were
welcomed. The formal meeting ended at 8.30pm. Free refreshments were
provided.
Ian Condon presented a photographic show of Piddle Valley gardens and Club
events since 2003, which was accompanied by a light hearted commentary.
There was also a winning caption competition that provided plenty of
amusement.
Join us at our next meeting on March 28th at Piddletrenthide Memorial Hall
7.30pm to hear Ruth Whitty from Kingston Mauward talking about growing
vegetables on your patio. Don’t miss our Spring Show at Piddletrenthide
Memorial Hall on Saturday April 2nd at 2pm - see separate advert.
Ann Jordan 01300 348015

	
  

Piddletrenthide Lunch Club

A FIVE STAR ACCOLADE
What a splendid way for Di to finish her last day at the
Lunch Club – an Inspection from the Environmental Health
Officer and the news that we have been awarded the coveted
FIVE Stars for Food Safety and Hygiene ! Congratulations and well done to the
wonderful team of volunteers who have helped to attain this award.
Our grateful thanks to Carl and Katie at the Post Office, and to the local
suppliers who support us.
The Lunch Club continues to be a great success and we are always pleased to
welcome new members. There is no club membership or subscription. Just
come along and enjoy a sociable get-together with a two course meal followed
by coffee, all for £5.00.
New volunteers are also very welcome to join us – the more the merrier!
Dates for your diaries
Friday 18th MARCH
Friday 15th APRIL

Chicken Casserole, Roasted New Potatoes
Mixed Vegetables
Eve’s Pudding
Menu to be decided

I have taken over from Di as Co-ordinator of the Lunch Club and look forward
to ‘working’ with the team of volunteers. If you would like more information
about the Lunch Club please contact me.

Di is enjoying her new home and surroundings and I’m sure it won’t be too
long before she’s ‘volunteering’ to help somewhere. We all thank her for the
tremendous input she had in the Lunch Club and send our best wishes to her
and Dave.
Sue Jennings 01300 348076

Piddle Valley Over 60s
Membership of the Piddle Valley Over 60s is open to those over 60 years of age
and residing in the Piddle Valley and surrounding area. We are always pleased
to welcome new members. During the winter months the group arranges
speakers to give presentations to the group in the Piddletrenthide Memorial
Hall. The topics covered are varied and have included My life as a Vet,
Swimming the Channel, Healthy Food and The Dorset Steam Fair. During the
summer months there are outings and a garden party. At the end of the year
there is a Christmas lunch. Membership for the calendar year costs £10.
Non members are welcome to join the group for any of the talks or outings.
For the talks non members pay £3 which includes refreshments after the talk.
For the outings non members will only be taken if there is room on the bus and
will be required to pay a little more than the members for whom all the trips
are subsidised.
Talks

3 March
7 April

‘Laughter the Best Medicine’ by Robin Miller
‘The Dorset Ridgeway Project’ by Sarah Harbige

If you are interested in joining or just want further information please ring
Hilary French 01305 848501

The Twinning Association
Twinned with Longueville, Normandy
Our AGM and dinner take place on March 9th at 7.30pm in The Thimble. We
are seeking a new Treasurer and welcome all new members. We are always
especially pleased to welcome younger Valley residents and their families.
Our sincere apologies that our French Evening had to be
cancelled in January through illness, but plans are up and
running for a new French Evening to take place on May 20th.
A four course supper with a French theme and music by Dave
Bowen and Magdalena Atkinson. More details in the next
edition of News & Views.
The Barfleur is going to run again throughout the summer months thanks to
Brittany Ferries. If it attracts enough custom then it may secure its future as
one of our vital links to France. The Twinning French Visit will take place from

September 1st – 4th, which just fits into the school holidays. It is bound to be
great fun, with everyone staying with French families and meeting up for day
trips and picnics. Please get in touch with Jo Thornton 348670 if you are
interested in joining us !
Jo Thornton

Childrens Activities
RAINBOWS (for girls aged 5 – 7 years)
Wednesdays
Piddlehinton Village Hall 4.15 – 5.15pm
Contact
Sarah Goddard / 01300 345413
BROWNIES (for girls aged 7 – 9 years)
5.45 – 7.15pm
Wedesdays
Piddlehinton Village Hall
Contact
Kerry Moore / 01300 345117
Claire Hudson / 01300 348284

Music at Plush
For their sixteenth season in 2011 – Music at Plush takes place over three
weekend sessions – 17/19 June, 1/3 July, 2/4 September. With a return to its
festival roots, each session brings together a new constellation of musicians in a
spirit of discovery. See www.musicatplush.net
Kat Brendel 02032 861885

	
  
Parish + District Council ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Piddle Valley Parish Council

Meetings
The Piddle Valley Parish Council continues to hold its monthly meetings in the
Piddletrenthide Memorial Hall, normally on the last Tuesday of every month,
beginning at 7.30 pm. Every meeting starts with a ‘democratic half hour’, during
which any local resident may personally raise matters that affect the Valley
community direct to the Council. So if you think you have something important to
say, please contact one of your local councillors, or deliver it in person at the next
meeting! Next meetings :
Tuesday 26th April 2011
Tuesday 29th March 2011
Parish & Town Council Elections 2011
What is a Town or Parish Council?
Parish and Town Councils are the same - they have the same powers and act within
the same legislation. A Town Council is a Parish Council that has usually decided
to have a mayor and call itself a ‘Town Council’. Parish and Town Councils are the
tier of local government closest to the people. They represent the concerns and
aspirations of a genuine local community. They are not a voluntary organisation,
not a charity, nor anything to do with the Church.

What can they do?
The basic responsibility of Parish/Town Councils is to make the lives of their local
communities more comfortable by representing the whole electorate within the
parish, delivering or coordinating services to meet local needs, and striving to
improve the quality of life in the parish.
They are responsible for many things such as bus shelters, litter bins, local halls and
footpaths to name but a few. They are also consulted on planning applications,
highway improvements, street signs, grant funding and projects that affect where
you live, and what facilities our community has or receives. Councillors normally
serve for a term of four years.
Have a voice - vote in the Local Elections!
Local elections are to be held on Thursday, 5th May 2011.
2011 Census
The next census for England and Wales takes place on Sunday, 27th March 2011.
Census population estimates are vital in helping to shape the communities in which
we live and work.
So please remember to complete your census questionnaire on that date!
Litter
Please help us keep the Piddle Valley clean and tidy by picking up litter outside your
homes, or when you see it when you’re out and about.
Dorset County Council (DCC) Winter Maintenance Season 2010/2011
In common with many councils across the country, DCC has reviewed its policies
and procedures for dealing with the winter weather, and salt stocks have been
increased. You will find more information on the ‘Dorset For You’ website at:
www.dorsetforyou.com/winter. Also, a “Snow Code” has been published, which
gives advice to householders on clearing snow and ice outside their properties.
You can access these details via:
www.direct.gov.uk/en/N11/newsroom/DG_191868
New for this winter will be the “Gritter Twitter”.
Anyone can get frequent
updates about road salting, weather conditions and changes to services at:
www.twitter.com/dorsetforyou
If you have questions or want to report a problem on our roads, please call 01305
221020 or email: winterservice@dorsetcc.gov.uk
Planning Matters
Planning Consultations
1/D/10/001940 – 4 Church Hill Cottages, Church Hill, Piddlehinton – Replace
garage
Amended Plan
1/D/10/001110 – Brook House, Piddletrenthide – Replacement porch, alterations to
outbuilding to form annexe accommodation & rebuild garden wall

1/D/10/001111 Listed Building consent – Brook House, Piddletrenthide –
Replacement porch, alterations to outbuilding to form annexe accommodation &
rebuild garden wall
Planning Applications Approved
1/D/10/001780 – Barcombe Farm, Alton Pancras – Extend building to form covered
yard area
1/D/10/000477 – Sunnymead, Egypt, Piddletrenthide – Demolish existing dwelling
& outbuildings. Erect two dwellings & outbuilding. New access & extend garden
1/D/10/001110 – Brook House, Piddletrenthide – Replacement porch, alterations to
outbuilding to form annexe accommodation & rebuild garden wall
1/D/10/001111 Listed Building consent – Brook House, Piddletrenthide –
Replacement porch, alterations to outbuilding to form annexe accommodation &
rebuild garden wall
Planning Application Refused
1/D/10/001762 – Kestrels, Alton Pancras – Relief of condition C of PP 1/E/75/00430
– resisting occupancy by an agricultural worker
Appeal Date
APP/F1230/C/10/2131325 – Site at Princes Farm, Church Street, Piddletrenthide –
Without planning permission, the construction of a building – Inquiry on
Wednesday 2 February 2011 at 10am, Council Chamber, Stratton House, High
West Street, Dorchester
Village Meetings - Please come and air your views on roads, speed, planning etc…
Piddlehinton Annual Village Meeting
Monday, 14th March, 7.30 pm in the Piddlehinton Village Hall.
Alton Pancras Parish Meeting, 7.30 pm Monday, 18th April at the Church

Anthony Trevis

Piddle Valley Speed Watch
A Community Speed Watch has been trialled in Warmwell, with volunteers
trained by the Police in the use of a "radar" speed gun. Residents took down
registration numbers of vehicles driving over the speed limit, whose drivers then
received a warning letter from the Police. Figures indicated that 62% were
local to Dorset. The idea of the scheme is not to catch as many as possible but
to encourage drivers to lower their speed. PCSO Vickie Hedges is happy to
help in our endeavours to running a similar scheme in the Piddle Valley. PCSO
Hedges emphasised that "vigilante" types are not needed. A cool, steady
person is required so as not to antagonise drivers. More volunteers are still
required, so if you have time and patience to take part in this scheme, please,
either email or phone your details to davidsaxby@tiscali.co.uk or 01300
348528.
David Saxby, Chairman Piddle Valley Parish Council

Notes from your District Councillor
Local Elections ~ Don’t Forget to Vote on 5th May
These are the elections that are really local and in many ways can be more
relevant to what happens in the Piddle Valley than Government Elections. This
is your chance to vote in your team of Parish Councillors and your
representative on West Dorset District Council.
If you have not had reasons to call on your Parish Councillors you may not be
aware of what an incredible, and often unseen job they do in the Valley. They
put in an enormous number of voluntary hours to keep the communal parts of
the village in good shape, organizing litter picks and keeping the river weed
free. They check the safety of the children’s play equipment and deal will all
sorts of traffic, flooding and local nuisance problems. They alert the Council to
highway problems and where potholes need to be filled. They purchase and
organize the filling of salt bins and have a sand depot for sand bags at times of
flood. They advise on local issues pertinent to planning applications and fight
battles to retain our footpaths and bridleways free of vehicles.
8 local people represent residents of Piddletrenthide including Plush, 2
represent residents of Alton Pancras and 5 represent residents of Piddlehinton
including White Lackington. It is a job for the public spirited and you should
treasure those you vote in, as the well-being of your village depends upon their
skills. Anyone wishing to stand should contact the Parish Clerk Sam Paulley on
01305 757307 or piddlevalleyclerk@hotmail.co.uk.
Goodbye from Nicki Barker your District Councillor for the last 10 years
This comes with real appreciation for your support and often mutual efforts in
resolving or battling a real Pandora’s box of issues that relate to Local
Authorities beyond the Parish Council level. We have won some of them,
particularly getting the flood Alleviation tunnel to bypass the main street in
Piddletrenthide and saving our bridleways and footpaths from being used by
motorised vehicles. I am not sure we will ever win, but have non-the-less
constantly fought our corner on planning, enforcement and highway layout to
try and do everything to limit traffic speeds through the valley. The latest minicoup being the disappearance of the big W & S waste lorries and ensuring as
much Piddlehinton Camp traffic accesses the site only from the south. There
has been intervention on various Planning applications to try and bring about a
sensible solution, and often heartbreaking homeless and housing issues.
I shall miss being your representative and being the first line of support for the
Parish Council, but I never intended to be here quite so long. Time is now well
overdue for a new face, new energy and a fresh perspective on how to
represent you on WDDC and I wish my successor as much pleasure in the role
as I have had.
Nicki Barker (soon to be ex-District Councillor for the Piddle Valley Ward
T 01300 345238 / F 01300 345250 / petroleumeng@btinternet

Piddle Valley School ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Piddle Valley First School PTA News
Hello! With Half Term just days away, here’s a quick roundup of what the Piddle Valley PTA has been up to.
A new PTA committee was formed last September and we’ve
been busy planning exciting fundraising and social events.
Last year’s Firework Display was fantastic, boosted by a clear, Autumnal
evening and spectacular fireworks and bonfire. Our first Festive Shopping
Evening took place late November and was a lovely evening, complete with
unique stalls, mulled wine, canapés - and the first snow of winter!
The annual Quiz Night is on the 19th March and is looking for team entries of
4-6 (max). Let your imagination run wild in naming and theming your team –
there’s a prize for the best – as well as prizes for those whose general
knowledge shines - or requires a little polishing! See our advert for details.
Events planned for Spring and Summer include an Easter Fair, a sponsored
walk from Plush to Piddlehinton, a family fun day and cricket match complete
with traditional afternoon tea and bake-off, and not forgetting of course, the
Summer Fete.
We are so grateful for your generosity in supporting our events. We are
currently in discussions with school staff, children and parents to decide how
best to use some of the money raised. It will be used wisely and we will
ensure that it brings pleasure to children currently at our School and provide
valuable resources for our pupils of the future.
Katie Hensman, Chair, Piddle Valley First School PTA
Recycle your textiles - the School textile recycling programme converts the
weight of your unwanted clothing, shoes, handbags, curtains, duvets
and cushions – in any condition – into valuable cash funds for the Piddle
Valley First School. The next collection will be on Friday 4th March. If you are able
to donate any of the above items, we would be delighted to receive them. Black
bags labeled Textile Recycling can be left under the school porch at any time
or alternatively, please telephone Katie Hensman on 01963 210537.

www.piddlevalley ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Your website needs you !
The plan for the new community website is taking shape but if you have
experience in web design and management, please get in touch. If you run a
club or small business in the valley, please send us details so that you can be
included on the website. We do have a list but it may not be comprehensive
and it would be a pity to miss this opportunity to publicise your activity !
Ann Jordan ann.31jordan@btinternet.com 01300 348015

Surgeries

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Puddletown Surgery

Backwater, Puddletown, DT2 8SD
01305 848333
Open from 08.30 to 18.30 Monday to Friday
from 08.30 to 11am Saturday mornings
We run open surgeries in the mornings - just turn up before 10.30am
Monday - Friday and 10am Saturday and you will be seen.
Afternoon surgeries between 4pm and 6.10 pm are by appointment.
Practice manager - Carol Taylor
carol.taylor@gp-j81616.nhs.uk
www.puddletownsurgery.co.uk

Sport ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SHORT MAT
BOWLS
TABLE TENNIS

Thursdays
Contact
Tuesdays
Contact
CRICKET CLUB Contact

Piddlehinton Village Hall 7.30 – 9.30pm
Sheila Hornyak / 01300 348264
Piddlehinton Village Hall 7.00 – 9.00pm
Beryl Ellis / 01305267394
Graeme Stephens / 07899 663773

Please let us have details about other sports activity and contact information.
Dot Browning 01300 348280 dot.descon@easynet.co.uk

Editorial ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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